
Course Selection at WSS
For students in Grades 9 or 10 next year 

(2020/2021)



How many courses do I 
take?

Students in Grades 9 and 10 have to take 9 courses 
in total, which includes Career Education 9.  

6 required courses + 3 elective courses = 9



Required Courses
Grade 9 Grade 10

Career Education Career Life Education (CLE)

English 9 English 10 (Composition/Literary Studies)

Math 9 Math 10
(Workplace OR Foundations & Precalculus)

Science or Sciences 9 Science 10

Social Studies 9  OR Sciences Humaines 9 Socials 10 or Sciences Humaines 10

PE 9 PE 10

Francais Langue Seconde  9 (FI students) Francais Langue Seconde 10 (FI students)



Elective Courses - Grade 9
English Stream: You can choose 3 elective courses.  
You will also choose some backup courses in case 

your first choices are full.  

French Stream:  One of your electives is Francais 
Langue Seconde 9.   So you can choose 2 other 

electives.



Elective Courses - Grade 10
English Stream: You can choose 3 elective courses.  You will 
also choose some backup courses in case your first choices 
are full.  

French Stream:  One of your electives is Francais Langue 
Seconde 10.   
You also need to choose another elective in French.  So you 
can choose 1 other electives. See the next slide for more 
information.



What do I have to take if I am in French Immersion and want 
a Dual Dogwood diploma?

You have to take all the same requirements as students in the English program, as well as some extra French 
Immersion courses.  You need 6 in total:

● Francais Langue Seconde 10
● Francais Langue Seconde  11
● Francais Langue Seconde 12

● Sciences Humaines 10 (instead of Socials 10

● Sciences Humaines 11 (which you can use for your Socials 11/12 grad requirement)

● a French Immersion elective- there will be at least 2 options:
○ Peer tutoring in a French Immersion Grade 8 or 9 class
○ We will offer one of the following: Foods, PE or Drama in French



Elective Course Options
Grade 9 Grade 10

Computer Programming 9 Art Studio 10 (Visual Art)

Food Studies 9 Computer Studies 10

French 9 Food Studies 10

Media (Graphic) Design 9 French 10

Power Technology 9 Human Performance 10

Hockey/Soccer Academy 9 Media (Graphic) Design 10

Visual Arts 9 Photography 10 

Woodworking 9 Soccer/Hockey Academy 10
Skills 10 (robotics/tech/woods)
Textiles 10



Math 10
2 choices: WorkPlace 10 or 

Foundations & PreCalculus 10



WorkPlace Math 10
In this class, you learn practical math skills such as: unit conversation, 
trigonometry of right triangles, Income, Statistics, surface area & volume of 3D 
objects, data analysis and probability. You will have lots of hands-on learning! This 
is a slower-paced course, so we have lots of time to “play” with the math!

This is a great option for students who are planning on going into a trades 
program, applied colleges, or directly into the workforce after high school. 

If you struggle with Math, you may also consider taking this course prior to taking 
Foundations & PreCalculus 10. This will help you to boost your skills and 
confidence.

If WorkPlace 10 is the only math 10 course you take, you have to take 
WorkPlace 11. 



Foundations & PreCalculus 10
In this class, you will flex your algebra muscles learning about factoring 
polynomials, creating & solving linear equations, performing operations with 
exponents, as well as some trigonometry and finance. This is a rigorous course. It 
is fast moving, with a new topic covered every day. 

This is a great course for students who want to attend university,or some college 
programs. 

Upon successful completion of this course, you may choose to take Foundations 
of Math 11 or PreCalculus 11. 



French 9 and 10   
Prerequisite: French 8 or 9 or an assessment of French  
                     skills by a French teacher

Course Description:

In French 9 and 10, you will continue learning how read, write, and have longer conversations in French.  
We will do a lot of practice in listening and speaking, with different activities to help you communicate and 
learn about Francophone cultures from all over the world.

Come prepared to make new friends, take risks in a safe environment, and stretch your brain.

Learning another language is an amazing experience - it gives you insight into different cultures, creates 
neural pathways in your brain that will enhance your learning in all subjects.  Speaking French gives you 
an advantage in the job market and enables you to travel more confidently and meet more people from all 
over the world. Note: if you want to attend UBC, you will need a Language course at the Grade 11 level.  At WSS, 
we offer French 11 for this requirement so you will need to take French 9 & 10 in order to do this course.



MEDIA DESIGN 9/10
GLD 9 or Media Design 10 with Mrs. Titus

Fun, Useful, Creative, and Artistic course

Learn Adobe Creative Cloud software: 
Photoshop, Illustrator, After Effects, Premiere Pro, Lightroom, Animate, etc.

Learn design and composition skills to produce things like:
Posters, covers, logos, illustrations, blogs, web pages, 

videos, fashion design, and more

Take it for the first time in Grade 9 or 10, 
or for a second time (Level II). Different projects in Level II.









https://docs.google.com/file/d/1I6w0rnwFFo7oKgmnxACVNTw__asMM6MV/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1tKWl-VmjSUq5DQzSIfiRz3UeDYOryJyB/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1UjkizQyzPyFgYKoM1AXVgiLVO-6GRID8/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1SyldMtlxnrShGn-D8a5YaEr3q_FMcF1U/preview


Computer Programming 9/10
Check out www.walzl1.com 

http://www.walzl1.com




Drawing - In Art 9, we learn a lot of really 
cool drawing techniques
Pencil -  We start with drawing in pencil and learn how to create forms, value 
and texture.

Charcoal -Is a messy but fun media. It is great for creating really dramatic 
pieces. You need both areas of light and dark.

India Ink - can be painted on or drawn on using a crow quill pen. India ink is a 

very old method of creating stunning works of art. It is fun but can be time 
consuming

Oil  and Chalk Pastels - Pastels are very colourful and vibrant. 

They blend extremely well together. When used properly, they can give beautiful 
results.

Pencil Crayon and Prismacolour - You will learn how to 

blend and layer both pencil crayon and prismacolour to create hues that are rich in 
tone and value.



Painting -  You will learn a variety of painting techniques.

Tempera - You will learn how to create form, highlight and shadow using paint. 
We also learn colour theory so that you can create the hue in the value that 
you want

Watercolour - can be applied in many different ways: transparent, opaque, 
wash, glazing etc.

Acrylic Paint - is very easy to use and very forgiving. It comes in a variety of 
colours and becomes plastic once dry and it lasts for years

Printmaking, Photography & Pottery
Photography – You will learn basic photography techniques using the elements 
and principles of design.

Hand building - You will learn how to create, sculpt and glaze clay using a 
variety of hand building techniques.

Wheelwork - You will also learn how to use the pottery wheels. This is a lot of 
fun, very messy and much more difficult than it looks. But, with practice and 
patience it can be great!



Textiles 9/10
In this course students will expand on the basic textiles skills introduced in grade 8. New 
skills introduced in this course include utilizing patterns, altering patterns, creating wearable 
garments utilizing advanced techniques, design basics and upcycling. The role of textiles in 
First Peoples culture will be a component in the course.  Students will have a range of 
projects to choose from after the required project coursework is completed including knitting, 
crocheting, quilting, cross stitching, weaving, and paper crafts. Basic materials for this 
course will be provided, however, if students wish to make a major project or garment to take 
home they will need to provide the necessary materials.  

See photos on next slide about the Upcycling part of this course.

 



Upcycling

Car Tire and Jeans 
Shoes

T-shirt bag Dog Bed - tire and 
re-purposed clothing



Woodworking 9
This course is an introduction to the fine art of furniture making.  Students select 
from an assortment of projects, and are encouraged to add their own personal 
touch.  A variety of skills are taught, which include design and drafting principles, 
milling procedures, joinery, wood technology, finishing, and the safe and proper 
use of woodworking tools, both stationary and handheld. For those students who 
like to make, this is the course for you.

 



Woodworking 9



Power Technology 9
 

This course is an introduction to the field of Engineering.  Students will develop 
design and drafting skills as they solve various engineering problems. The Grade 
9 focus is on Aerodynamics, Hydraulic systems, and combining a variety of simple 
machines into a single working model. This is a fun, hands on course that fosters 
creativity, and practical learning of engineering concepts.

 



Skills 10/11/12
This course includes engineering, woodwork, robotics, trades exploration 
(construction).



Photography 10/11/12
Photography helps to support the development of photography skills and 
understanding of design elements including principles of composition, image 
development strategies in photography, materials, processes, techniques, and 
image-making technologies used in photography. Students will learn to create a 
variety of photographic images, and understand how photography can be a way to 
communicate stories and experiences. 

The course may include creating a portfolio of different styles of photography 
(landscape, action, portrait, etc. and possibly a  student exhibition/art show.



Foods 9 & 10
In this hands on, project based course students will learn the fundamentals of baking and 
cooking as well as studying what a nutritionally balanced diet is.  We will study current 
nutritional/food issues and we will focus on what students are interested in learning more 
about as current issues in the world of food are always changing.  Students will practice 
varied recipes that will call upon their skill in the kitchen.  

The class will enjoy working in cooking teams as they work together to create nutritious and 
tasty dishes; additionally, they will have an opportunity to become FoodSafe level 1 certified 
in this course.

 



Soccer & Hockey Academy
Hockey Academy

Application and extra fees apply. The Hockey Academy is a Program of Choice that is integrated into the student’s current school timetable.

A specialist teacher along with professional on ice and off ice instructors work closely with students providing on ice bio-mechanic (technical) 
instruction, sport specific off ice conditioning, tactical game play, leadership and personal/social responsibility.

Open to all levels and abilities.

 Soccer Academy

Application and extra fees apply. The Soccer Academy is a Program of Choice that is integrated into the student’s current school timetable. A teacher 
and professionally licensed coaches work closely with students. In addition to a balance of sport-specific training and conditioning, the content 
covers nutrition, sports psychology, tactical awareness, leadership and social responsibility. As a student in Soccer Academy, you will be expected to 
take ownership of your personal development, while fitting into a unique team of multi aged peers.



Human Performance 10
The emphasis in this course is on being happy and being physically active.

Human Performance is about designing an inspirational program of activities together as a team.

In Human Performance you will get the chance to:

Play games that help you improve your understanding and ability to play different sports.

Experience different training methods for sport, health and wellbeing.

Design your own exercise program

Use Meadow Park Sports Centre for weight training, squash, swimming and ice -skating

Design, play and lead activities.

Listen to guest speakers presentations (local athletes / trainers / coaches).

Take part in outdoor activities (options include biking, sailing, canoeing, cross country skiing, snowshoeing, orienteering and triathlon).

 



Theatre (after school)
This course is designed around the annual school production. Depending on the 
play chosen, students will have the opportunity to choose their area(s) of focus: 
acting, lighting or sound technician, stage crew, advertising, costume design, 
and/or music. The final professional production takes place in early March. 
Students must be able to communicate with the teacher on a regular basis, 
commit to a schedule, and be personally responsible. Whatever your acting 
experience, all are welcome! If you have the willingness to try, you are the right 
student for this course! Although scheduling rehearsal is flexible, it is suggested 
that students are not already heavily committed to other projects, as Theatre 
Production will need your time. Remember, growth as an artist requires 
perseverance, resilience and reflection. Possible field trips, assignments and 
discussions may also occur.

 


