
Course Selection at WSS
For students in Grades 11 or 12 next year 

(2020/2021)



How many courses do I take?
Students in all grades are required to take a full 
courseload, which is 9 courses (8 courses plus 
CLE).

Some courses are required, and the rest are 
electives.



Required Courses
Requirement Courses at WSS that fill this requirement

Career Life Education (Career Life 
Connections)

Career Life Connections (including Capstone) 11/12

Language Arts 11  
Language Arts 12

English 11 (Literary Studies) and English 12

Math 11 Apprenticeship Math 11
Foundations of Math 11
Pre-Calculus 11

Social Studies 11 or 12 Geography 12                    Law 12
History 12                          Comparative Cultures 12     
Social Justice 12               Science Humaines 11 (FI)                  

Applied Skills Foods 10/11/12                   Art 10/11/12
Media Design 10                Woods/Skills 10/11/12
Computers 10/11/12          Outdoor Ed 11/12



Elective Courses
Any course that you take after your required courses are electives. This includes 
Science and Math classes all the Social Studies classes.  

● Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Earth Science
● History, Geography, Law, Comparative Cultures, Social Justice, Philosophy
● Psychology
● Computer Programming
● French
● Math
● Art, Media Design (Desktop Publishing), Photography, Foods
● Human Performance
● Skills/Woodworking
● Peer Tutoring
● Soccer/Hockey Academy



What if I am in French Immersion?
If you want to get a Dual Dogwood (French Immersion) diploma, you need to 
complete 6 French Immersion courses:

● Francais Immersion (FRALL) 10
● Francais Immersion (FRALL) 11
● Francais Immersion (FRALL) 12

● Sciences Humaines 10 (instead of Socials 10

● Sciences Humaines 11 (which you can use for your Socials 11/12 grad 
requirement)

● a French Immersion elective- most of you did Etudes sur L’Alimentation or Peer 
Tutoring in French. If you have not done this, please talk to the counsellors.



Philosophy 11/12
School used to teach how to be happy (!). 

In this course students will study some of the original 
schools of happiness:

Epicurus / Meno / Buddha / Confucius / Lao Tzu
 Each school had a theory about how to live and a 

range of exercises that they used to cultivate 
happiness.  You get to learn the theories and 

practice the exercises.



                    20th Century History 11 / 12

Join us on our imaginary private jet as we step back in time to the 20th Century and travel around the globe. Learn 
about the great and terrible events that have so dramatically helped to shape our world. You will learn about the 
World Wars, Cold War conflicts, and human rights issues from a global perspective. You will be introduced to 
political ideologies, powerful leaders and dictatorships, and understand the social and economic effects on their 
people. You will watch as wonderful inventions and innovations in technology and transportation developed. 
Creative projects and collaboration are used throughout this course. Note: 20th Century History 11/12 is accepted at 
all Post-Secondary Institutions as a Grade 12 Academic Course on transcripts.  



Comparative Cultures 11/12 

Explore the mystery of ancient civilizations, from the Sumerians and Egyptians, to 
the Inca, Maya, and Aztec. Topics of cultural comparison include the role of value 
and belief systems, interactions with the natural environment, food production, 
systems of power, conflict, trade, art, architecture, language, science, and 
technology. Class activities include readings, discussion, computer-based 
research, and projects. Much of the course is supported by informative videos.

 Come and talk to Ms. Arnold if you have any questions about this course! 



Geography 11/12

 This course examines the interrelationships between humans and the physical 
environment. Natural processes and resource use will be examined, both of which 
have an impact on the landscape and human settlement. Topics of study include 
plate tectonics, natural disasters, erosion, climate, natural resources, and 
sustainability. Class activities include readings,  discussion, computer-based 
research, and projects. Much of the course is supported by informative videos.

 

 Come and talk to Ms. Arnold if you have any questions about this course! 



Social Justice 11/12 
Social Justice 12 provides an exceptional learning opportunity for students to analyze situations from a 
social justice perspective, building on the desire to discover how to improve life for those who are most in 
need. The course materials will establish a body of information about human rights abuses of various 
sorts and the skills to assess the ways in which they can be combated. The aim is to motivate and 
empower students to think and act ethically, and to realize their own capacity, individually or working with 
others, to effect positive change fro a socially just world. We will examine examples from Canada and 
throughout the world, to gain a sense of the type of issues involved and ways that have been found to 
implement strategies to address them. Examples will include discrimination and persecution of individuals 
and groups due to age, gender, race, class, sexual orientation, religion, disability, socioeconomic status 
and political beliefs. 

Students will be encouraged to examine their own beliefs and values and gain a better understanding of 
those of others, through reflection, discussion, and critical analysis. Plans for the course include field trips, 
documentary films, guest speakers, debates, and role plays, culminating in a student-created and 
implemented plan for action on a selected local, national or international social justice issue.

 



Law 11/12 

 

Law 11/12 is based on the observation that “without knowledge of rights, no rights 
truly exist.” In this course, students survey Canadian law from its origins to 
emerging issues, while engaging in a variety of different activities. The use of case 
studies and original documents helps students to understand that Canadian law is 
based on a small number of basic and logical principles. Class activities include  
discussion, research, oral reports, and projects. 

 



MEDIA DESIGN 11/12
with Mrs. Titus

Fun, Useful, Creative, and Artistic course

Learn and grow your Adobe Creative Cloud software skills: 
Photoshop, Illustrator, After Effects, Premiere Pro, Lightroom, Animate, etc.

Learn and develop design and composition skills to produce things like:
Posters, covers, logos, illustrations, blogs, web pages, 

videos, fashion design, and more

Take it for the first time in Grade 11 or 12, 
or you’re as a veteran Media Designer. 

Different projects for every level of expertise.







https://docs.google.com/file/d/1tyFqft4TNyAu8i_RoeMPP4QBpUgOsNsr/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1dJDyENQB5HJzNMVDy5VPreuyLwQ2LFDu/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1SGuk4e57AlPttRvY6XlxVhb51JSDGCBK/preview


French 11/12   
Prerequisite: French 10/11, or an assessment of French 
skills by a French teacher

Course Description:

In French 11, you will continue learning how read, write, and have longer conversations in French.  We will 
do a lot of practice in listening and speaking, with different activities to help you communicate and learn 
about Francophone cultures from all over the world.

Come prepared to make new friends, take risks in a safe environment, and stretch your brain.

Learning another language is an amazing experience - it gives you insight into different cultures, creates 
neural pathways in your brain that will enhance your learning in all subjects.  Speaking French gives you 
an advantage in the job market and enables you to travel more confidently and meet more people from all 
over the world. Note: This course also meets UBC’s Language requirement for undergraduate degrees.



Math 11 & 12
3 choices!



Math 11
If you took WorkPlace 10, you will go on to WorkPlace 11. (or take Foundations & 
PreCalculus 10 and then choose one of the other 2 options)

If you took Foundations & PreCalculus 10 (FPC10), you can choose either 
Foundations of Math 11 (FoM11), or PreCalculus 11 (PC11).

A word of caution: While you do have option to choose whichever course 
you want; it is recommended that: 

If you had a tough time with FPC 10, or earned a grade less than 80%, you should 
consider taking FoM11 prior to taking PreCalculus 11. This is excellent option to 
build up your skills and confidence prior to PC 11. 



WorkPlace Math 11
● If you took WorkPlace Math 10, 

this is the next step in your Math 
journey!

● This course satisfies your Math 
11 graduation requirement.

● This is a great option for 
students who are planning on 
going into a trades program, 
applied colleges, or directly into 
the workforce after high school.

Topics include: 

● Financial Literacy (investments & 
loans, budgeting)

● Rate of change (slope)
● Probability & Statistics
● Interpreting graphs
● 3D objects (angles, views and 

scale diagrams)



Foundations of Math 11
● Accepted as a prerequisite for many 

university programs. 
● If you know you want to study: Humanities 

(English, Socials, History, Sociology, 
Philosophy), Languages, some Kinematics 
courses, Business (and more!) in 
university, then this may be the course for 
you.

● Make sure to check out the course 
requirements for the university courses 
you may be interested in. 



PreCalculus 11
● Accepted as a prerequisite for many 

university programs. 
● If you know you want to study: Math, 

Science, Engineering, Commerce, 
Economics then this may be the course for 
you.

● Make sure to check out the course 
requirements for the university courses 
you may be interested in. 

● This is a very rigorous course. It’s fast 
paced and challenging.

● A mark of 80% in FPC 10 is 
recommended.



Math 12
If you took WorkPlace 11, you have satisfied your math graduation requirement! You could choose to take 
WorkPlace 12 online, if you would like, or take Foundations & PreCalculus 10 in the first semester and 
then choose one of the other 2 options for Math 11 in the second semester)

If you took Foundations of Math 11 (FoM11), you will take Foundations of Math 12 or PreCalculus 11 
(PC11).

If you took PreCalculus 11 you will take PreCalculus 12 (PC12) or Foundations of Math 12 (FoM12)

A word of caution: While you do have option to choose whichever course you want; it is 
recommended that: 

If you had a tough time with PC 11, or earned a grade less than 73%, you should consider taking FoM12 
prior to taking PreCalculus 12. This is excellent option to build up your skills and confidence prior to PC 
12. 



Foundations of Math 12
● Accepted as a prerequisite for many 

university programs. 
● If you know you want to study: Humanities 

(English, Socials, History, Sociology, 
Philosophy), Languages, some Kinematics 
courses, Business (and more!) in 
university, then this may be the course for 
you.

● Make sure to check out the course 
requirements for the university courses 
you may be interested in. 



PreCalculus 12
● Accepted as a prerequisite for many 

university programs. 
● If you know you want to study: Math, 

Science, Engineering, Commerce, 
Economics then this may be the course for 
you.

● Make sure to check out the course 
requirements for the university courses 
you may be interested in. 

● This is a very rigorous course. It’s fast 
paced and challenging.

● A mark of 73% in PC 11 is recommended.
●



Earth Science 11
● Satisfies your Science 11 grad requirement
● May be accepted as a science credit for University (humanities, business 

programs) but likely not for Math/Science/Engineering programs.
● Hands-on. Likely project-based (depending on the teacher)



Physics 11/12
Check out www.walzl1.com 

http://www.walzl1.com


Biology 11 
(Life Sciences)

Prerequisites: Science 10

Course Description:

Life Science 11 is designed to help students increase their knowledge of biological organisms and 
concepts. It will also increase their knowledge and develop their skills in the proper handling and use of 
the light microscope. It is a survey course that touches on a wide range of biological topics. There are no 
mathematical calculations in the course. Classes will include lectures, labs and projects. This is an 
academic course, and students should expect to do some homework each night. Students should also 
expect to find the course content challenging, interesting and fun.

 

 



Biology 12 
(Anatomy and Physiology)

Prerequisite:  Biology 11 strongly recommended and Chemistry 11 is recommended.

 

Anatomy and  Physiology 12 is designed to teach students more information about the cell as well as 
learn some anatomy and physiology of the human body. The content is theoretical and will involve 
lectures, labs and projects. There are no mathematical calculations in the course. This is an academic 
course, and students should expect to do some homework each night. Students should also expect to find 
the course content challenging, interesting and fun.

 



Chemistry 11
Prerequisite:  Science 10 and Math 10

Recommended:  Math 11

 

Chemistry 11 is designed to help students increase their knowledge of chemical concepts and to improve 
their lab skills and techniques needed to do proper lab work. An emphasis is placed on problem solving, 
with 50% of the course using different mathematical calculations. The other 50% of the course is 
theoretical in nature. Classes will include lectures, followed by application of knowledge, using problem 
solving and lab work. This is an academic course, with a heavy workload. Students should expect to do 
some homework each night. Students should also expect to find the course content challenging, 
interesting and fun. Topics include: Lab Safety, Measurement, The Mole Concept, Inorganic 
Nomenclature, Chemical Reactions, Stoichiometry, Atoms and Molecules and Solution Chemistry. 



Chemistry 12
Prerequisite:  Chemistry 11

Recommended:  Math 11

 

Chemistry 12 is a more specialized course than the general course presented in Chemistry 11. An 
emphasis is placed on problem solving and the different theories of chemical principles. Classes will 
include lectures, followed by application of knowledge, using problem solving and lab work. The course is 
partly mathematical and will help students develop higher order thinking skills. Students should expect to 
do some homework each night. Students should also expect to find the course content challenging, 
interesting and fun.

 



Calculus 12
Check out www.walzl1.com 

https://www.walzl1.com/copy-of-programming-12


Computer Programming 11/12
Check out www.walzl1.com 

http://www.walzl1.com


Psychology 12

This is a project-based course. You will be creating an ePortfolio to showcase your 
learning. You will be using a variety of tech tools to play with the material. You’ll do 
your own psych experiment, read & write APA papers, and constantly apply what 
you have learned to your life. It’s fun :)

You can check out Mrs. Colpitt’s course website here: 
http://mrscolpittswss.weebly.com/psychology-12.html

 

http://mrscolpittswss.weebly.com/psychology-12.html


Art 11/12
● You do not need to be able to draw really well to get a good grade in Art.
● You need to be hardworking, dedicated and willing to try every technique.
● Being creative also helps!

Art 11 and 12 explore a variety of drawing, painting and ceramic techniques. You will learn how to use the different media 
and then you get to decide what personal projects to draw/paint/sculpt to show what you have learned.

Art Foundations (20%) Lessons that help you develop the foundations and skills that you will need to create better art.

Sketchbook (20%) Lessons and exercises to help you develop better drawing techniques.

Portfolio Projects (60%) These are projects that you decide on.   



Drawing 

You will learn really cool drawing techniques

Pencil -  We start with drawing in pencil and learn how to create forms, 
value and texture.

Charcoal - Is a messy but fun media. It is great for creating really dramatic 
pieces. You need both areas of light and dark.

India Ink - Can be painted on or drawn on using a crow quill pen. India ink 
is a very old method of creating stunning works of art. It is fun but can be 
time consuming

Oil and Chalk Pastels - Pastels are very colourful and vibrant. They blend 
extremely well together. When used properly, they can give beautiful 
results.

Pencil Crayon and Prismacolour - You will learn how to blend and layer 
both pencil crayon and prismacolour to create hues that are rich in tone 
and value.



Painting -  You will learn a variety of painting techniques.

Tempera - You will learn how to create form, highlight and shadow 
using paint. We also learn colour theory so that you can create the hue 
in the value that you want

Watercolour - can be applied in many different ways: transparent, 
opaque, wash, glazing etc.

Acrylic Paint - is very easy to use and very forgiving. It comes in a 
variety of colours and becomes plastic once dry and it lasts for years

Printmaking, Photography & 
Pottery
Photography – You will learn basic photography techniques using the 
elements and principles of design.

Hand building - You will learn how to create, sculpt and glaze clay using 
a variety of hand building techniques.

Wheelwork - You will also learn how to use the pottery wheels. This is a 
lot of fun, very messy and much more difficult than it looks. But, with 
practice and patience it can be great!



Every year Senior Art Students participates in a group exhibition at “The Gallery” at MY Place. 

Students curate the show (layout and setup) and we hold an opening reception for parents and the 
community. Students can put their art up for sale if they wish.



Foods 11/12

During this action-packed course students will explore the culinary world through 
hands on practice and project based learning. Along with learning what skills it 
takes to become proficient in the kitchen at baking and cooking, students will 
explore nutrition and healthy living, budgeting, careers and current food issues 
and practices such as global and environmental health issues related to the 
production and consumption of food.  
 



Soccer & Hockey Academy

Hockey Academy

Application and extra fees apply. The Hockey Academy is a Program of Choice that is integrated into the student’s current school timetable.

A specialist teacher along with professional on ice and off ice instructors work closely with students providing on ice bio-mechanic (technical) 
instruction, sport specific off ice conditioning, tactical game play, leadership and personal/social responsibility.

Open to all levels and abilities.

 Soccer Academy

Application and extra fees apply. The Soccer Academy is a Program of Choice that is integrated into the student’s current school timetable. A 
specialist teacher and professionally licensed coaches work closely with students. In addition to a balance of sport-specific training and conditioning, 
the content covers nutrition, sports psychology, tactical awareness, leadership and social responsibility. As a student in Soccer Academy, you will be 
expected to take ownership of your personal development, while fitting into a unique team of multi aged peers.

 



Human Performance

The emphasis in this course is on being happy and being physically active.

Human Performance is about designing an inspirational program of activities together as a team. In Human Performance you will get the chance to:

- Play games that help you improve your understanding and ability to play different sports. Experience different training methods for sport, health and 
wellbeing.

- Design your own exercise program

- Use Meadow Park Sports Centre for weight training, squash, swimming and ice -skating

- Design, play and lead activities.

- Listen to guest speakers presentations (local athletes / trainers / coaches).

- Take part in outdoor activities (options include biking, sailing, canoeing, cross country skiing, snowshoeing, orienteering and triathlon).

 



Skills 10/11/12
This course includes engineering, woodwork, robotics, trades exploration 
(construction).



Photography 10/11/12

 Photography helps to support the development of photography skills and 
understanding of design elements including principles of composition, image 
development strategies in photography, materials, processes, techniques, and 
image-making technologies used in photography. Students will learn to create a 
variety of photographic images, and understand how photography can be a way to 
communicate stories and experiences. 

The course may include creating a portfolio of different styles of photography 
(landscape, action, portrait, etc. and possibly a  student exhibition/art show.

 



Outdoor Recreation Leadership
Application Requirements:  Completed application package, references, and 
attendance for information meetings. 

Outdoor Education offers an opportunity to learn leaderships skills and earn 
course credit in an outdoor environment.  The course is normally offered in a 
semester format which requires that students have a continuous blocking of three 
blocks out of the four possible in the semester timetable.  Upon successful 
completion of the course, students receive credit for Geography 12, Active Living 
11 or 12,  Outdoor Education 11 or 12,  and Outdoor Education leadership 11 or 
12.  



Outdoor 
Recreation 
Leadership



Leadership 11/12 

Leadership is a student-driven course intended to provide students with 
opportunities to build their identity, personal awareness and responsibility, social 
responsibility, and their skills of communication, creative and critical thinking, 
organization and collaboration. 

You will have the chance to create and implement events and activities to help 
build the Whistler Secondary community, including the Terry Fox Run, Halloween, 
Remembrance Day, etc, and to create and implement education and action based 
awareness campaigns to impact their school, local and world communities. 

Leadership is run “outside the timetable” and will require meetings and activities 
outside regular class times. 



Indigenous Leadership 

Indigenous Leadership provides students with leadership experience in and out of 
school by providing local and global citizenship opportunities. This course 
emphasizes the understanding of First Nations culture, history and language as 
well as  learning the history of Canada.  

It will enable the development of well-rounded individuals with a sense of 
belonging, cultural understanding, and community connections.  This can be a 2 or 
4 credit course.  



Athletic Leadership

Course Synopsis

This course will provide students with opportunities to contribute to school and 
community events through a variety of leadership projects/activities focusing on 
athletic endeavours but not restricted to. Students will learn leadership styles and 
skills to include time management, event planning/marketing, problem 
solving/decision making, communication skills, stress management and 
collaboration.



Athletic Leadership

Rationale

Whistler Secondary’s Athletic Program is a vibrant component of the educational 
experience at Whistler Secondary for its student community. Through Athletic 
Leadership, students provide support to extra-curricular teams through mentoring 
and facilitating. They also lend support to a variety of school wide events such as 
pep rallies, spirit day, home games and the Athletic Recognition Banquet.



Athletic Leadership



Theatre (after school)
This course is designed around the annual school production. Depending on the 
play chosen, students will have the opportunity to choose their area(s) of focus: 
acting, lighting or sound technician, stage crew, advertising, costume design, 
and/or music. The final professional production takes place in early March. 
Students must be able to communicate with the teacher on a regular basis, 
commit to a schedule, and be personally responsible. Whatever your acting 
experience, all are welcome! If you have the willingness to try, you are the right 
student for this course! Although scheduling rehearsal is flexible, it is suggested 
that students are not already heavily committed to other projects, as Theatre 
Production will need your time. Remember, growth as an artist requires 
perseverance, resilience and reflection. Possible field trips, assignments and 
discussions may also occur.

 


