
Whistler Community Foundation 2020 Scholarships- Whistler Secondary School 
 
The applications will be forwarded to the Whistler Community Foundation Scholarship Committee for 
review. Final award approval is via the board of directors for the Whistler Community Foundation. 

Scholarships will be announced in June 2020 at the awards ceremonies at local schools. Please note that 
the dates of the award ceremonies vary from school to school.  
 
Scholarships to graduating students will be distributed through School District 48 after the Whistler 
Community Foundation receives student’s proof of enrollment and signed scholarship declaration forms. 
These cheques take approximately 8 weeks to process. 

 
The Whistler Community Foundation will ask scholarship recipients to submit a thank you letter to the 

scholarship provider as well as a quick update in the fall once the courses have begun.  

Questions? Please email Claire at cmozes@whistlerfoundation.com 
 

1. SARAH MCSEVENEY SCHOLARSHIP 

Description: 
Sarah McSeveney was a beloved teacher at the Whistler Children’s Centre. With her warm and positive 

demeanor, Sarah touched the lives of many families. Sara was a lifelong learner, a fervent advocate for 

high quality early childhood education, and had a thirst for knowledge. Sarah died suddenly and 

tragically in a car crash in October 2005. Her family, friends and coworkers created a scholarship fund at 

the Whistler Community Foundation to honour her memory.   

Amount: 1 award of $500 

Criteria: 

 Pursuing post-secondary education in Early Childhood Education 

 Strong academic performance 

 Demonstrated community involvement 

 Applicants must plan to return to the Sea to Sky Corridor following training 

How to apply: 
Students are asked to submit a letter of application that includes the following: 

 Name, mailing address, email, telephone 

 Your interests, volunteer work, community involvement  

 Your Early Childhood Education career plans and how this award will help you reach your goals 

 Please also submit a reference letter 
 
Selection Process: Selected by the Whistler Community Foundation Scholarship Committee.  



2. GRAD LEGACY SCHOLARSHIP 

Description: 
The Grad Legacy Scholarship was established in 2015 by the 2014 Graduation Organizing Committee at 

Whistler Secondary School. The committee and graduating students worked hard to raise money for 

their graduation ceremonies. By the end of the school year, they raised approximately $30,000. After 

expenses, the students have $12,000 remaining. One student, Lauren Doak, came up with the idea of 

creating a scholarship for someone in the school district in financial need. The group decided to use 

$9,500 to set up the scholarship fund. In 2019, the graduating class decided to add $6789 from their 

fundraising efforts and plan to challenge future classes to keep the endowment growing. 

The scholarships will be awarded based on financial need and the desire to go to school, rather than 

grades.  

 
Amount: 1 award of $500  

Criteria: 

 Be a graduating student in School District 48 

 Be pursing post-secondary education or formal post-secondary training 

 Self-identified financial need 

 
How to apply: 
Students are asked to submit a letter of application indicating the following: 

 Name, mailing address, email, telephone 

 Your interests, volunteer work, community involvement 

 Your secondary school objectives and how this award will help you reach your goals 

 Optional: Explain how you demonstrate financial need 

 
Selection Process: Selected by the Whistler Community Foundation Scholarship Committee.  
 

3. WHISTLER SCHOLARSHIP FUND SCHOLARSHIP 

Description: 

The Whistler Scholarship Fund was created in 1989 by volunteers in the community. In the early 1980s 
community members got together to raise money for scholarships for graduating students.  
 
Amount: one or more scholarships of $500 

Criteria:  

 Exhibit community leadership, consideration for others and outstanding personal qualities 

 Strong academic performance 

 

How to apply: 
Students are asked to submit a letter of application indicating the following: 



 Name, mailing address, email, telephone 

 Your interests, volunteer work, community involvement 

 Your secondary school objectives and how this award will help you reach your goals 

 Applicants must also submit a reference letter 
 
Selection Process: Selected by the Whistler Community Foundation Scholarship Committee. This 
scholarship is available to graduating students at Whistler Secondary School. 
 

4. KELTY AND RILEY DENNEHY SCHOLARSHIP 

Description: 
The Kelty & Riley Dennehy Scholarship Fund was created by Ginny & Kerry Dennehy and the Kelty Patrick 

Dennehy Foundation in honour of their two children Kelty and Riley. On March 2, 2001 they lost their 17-

year-old son Kelty after a short battle with depression. That same year, the Dennehys created the Kelty 

Patrick Dennehy Foundation to help those that suffer from depression as well as their friends and family. 

Tragedy hit the Dennehy family again in 2009 when Riley died of a heart attack from strong medication 

prescribed to manage the pain for a separated shoulder. The scholarships generated by the Kelty & Riley 

Dennehy Scholarship Fund are intended to support students graduating from secondary schools in 

Whistler. The scholarships will be awarded to students who stand out in unique ways, beyond 

academics.  

Amount:  

 One scholarship in the amount of $1500 for a graduating male student in the Whistler 

 One scholarship in the amount of $1500 for a graduating female student in the Whistler 

Criteria: 

 Be a resident of the Whistler 

 Be pursing post-secondary education at an accredited post-secondary institution 

 Demonstrate community involvement and engagement 

 Demonstrate leadership qualities and/or well-rounded development 

How to apply: 
Graduating students must write a letter of application that includes the following: 

 Name, mailing address, email, telephone number 

 A description of your interests, activities and community involvement 

 Information about your post-secondary plans 

 Any other information about what makes you unique that you would like to share with the 

scholarship committee  

 

Selection process: Selected by the Whistler Community Foundation Scholarship Committee. This 
scholarship is available to students graduating from secondary schools in Whistler. 
 

http://www.thekeltyfoundation.org/
http://www.thekeltyfoundation.org/


5. WENDY THOMPSON SCHOLARSHIP 

Description: 
Wendy Thompson was a strong, outdoor-oriented young woman who served as a ski patroller in 

Whistler, a paramedic with the BC Ambulance Service in Whistler and Vancouver, and as a volunteer 

with the Royal Canadian Mounted Police.  She was an active mountain biker and hiker.  Ms. Thompson 

died when a British Columbia Ambulance Service flight crashed into the ocean at the north end of the 

Queen Charlotte Islands.  At the time of her death, she was on the ambulance service’s Infant Transport 

Team, since she loved children and young people.  This scholarship fund was established in her memory 

by her parents Michael and Shirley Thompson. 

 

Amount: One or more scholarships of $1000 

Criteria: 

 Be a student in School District 48 

 Be currently participating in the Outdoor Recreation Leadership Program 

 Demonstrate exemplary achievement and qualities 

 Preference for students who wish to pursue a post-secondary education in the field of 

outdoor leadership 

How to apply:  
Students are asked to submit a letter of application indicating the following: 

 Name, Address, Email, telephone 

 Your interests, volunteer work, community involvement 

 Your career objectives and how this award will help you reach your goals 

 Applicants must also submit a letter of reference 

 

Selection process: Selected by the Whistler Community Foundation, in collaboration with the Outdoor 
Recreation Leadership Program leader at Whistler Secondary School. This scholarship is open to all 
graduating students in School District 48. 
 

6. DOUG AND MARY FORSETH SCHOLARSHIP 

Description: 
Created by long term Whistler residents Doug and Mary Forseth, this scholarship supports graduating 

students in the Sea to Sky region who are pursuing post-secondary education in field related to tourism 

and hospitality. 

 
Amount: One or more award of $500 

Criteria: 

 Be a resident in the Sea to Sky region 

 Pursing post-secondary education in a field related to tourism and hospitality 

 Demonstrate a balanced background in athletics, community service and scholastic achievement 



How to apply: 
 
Graduating students must write a letter of application that includes the following: 

 Name, mailing address, email, telephone number 

 A description of your interests, activities and community service 

 Information about your post-secondary plans in Tourism and/or Hospitality 
 

Selection process: Selected by the Whistler Community Foundation Scholarship Committee. This 
scholarship is available to students graduating from secondary schools in the Sea to Sky area. 
 

7. CHILI THOM MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 
 
Chili Thom was a community volunteer and a strong advocate for the arts and culture community. He 

made a connection between sport, nature, and fine art and captured the spirit of the Sea to Sky with his 

dreamy imagery and wild at heart perspective. After a courageous and spirited fight, Chili lost his battle 

with cancer on November 30, 2016. 

 

The Chili Thom Memorial Scholarship Fund was created after a month long Whistler community 

celebration of the artist, held in June of 2017. Arts Whistler Presents: The Chili Thom Experience lit up 5 

of Whistler’s cultural buildings with Chili’s art and soul: The Audain Art Museum, Maury Young Arts 

Centre, Whistler Museum, The Whistler Public Library and the Squamish Lil’wat Cultural Centre.  

 

The Chili Thom Memorial Scholarship supports students and/or community members in the Sea to Sky 

Community who are pursuing the brave, expressive and divine calling of being a professional artist. 

Funds may be used toward post-secondary formal education in the arts, to purchase arts supplies, 

attend workshops, or for other activities that support the applicant’s development in the arts.  

 
Amount:  1 award of $500 (one scholarship per school) 

Criteria:   

 Applicants must identify as an artist with the eventual goal to be a professional artist in one or 

more of the following fields: fine art (painting, drawing, sculpture etc.), theatre (acting, directing 

etc.), film-making (directing, writing, editing etc.), creative writing (Novelist, Short Stories, 

Journalist etc.), digital media (creative design), music (singing, composing, instrumental etc.) 

 Applicants must also be wishing to development in the arts in such as way as to benefit the 

community and enhance appreciation for the natural environment 

 Applicants are not required to be enrolling in post-secondary education 

How to Apply: 
Students are asked to submit the following: 

 A letter that answers the following two questions:  
 How you plan spend your first year after high school learning and growing your art 



 Briefly describe how the art you will make in the future has the potential to inspire a 
community and sustain our environment? 

 A sample of your art work 

 A letter from a mentor or art fan. This could be a teacher, parent, friend, or another artist 

 Include your name, mailing address, email address and telephone number in your letter. 

 
Selection process: Selected by a group of people who were involved in creating the scholarship. This 
scholarship is available to students graduating from secondary schools in SD 48. 
 
 


