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Course Planning and  
Offerings 

 
 
Course offerings (for elective courses) are based on the  
selections made by students. Courses will be offered on the basis of 
sufficient enrollment. 
 
We encourage parents to be involved in their children’s course plan-
ning and welcome contact with parents who have questions or con-
cerns. 
 
 
Starting in the 2019/2020 school year, there will be no more provin-
cial exams in BC.  However, students are required to write a Numera-
cy and Literacy Assessment before the end of Grade 12.  Students 
may still have in-class final exams.   

 

March 2019 
 
Dear Parents and Students: 
 
Welcome to course selection at Whistler Secondary School! 
 
We endeavor to offer a wide variety of program options to our students. In an effort to provide these 
options, we require all students enroll in a full compliment of courses (minimum 8 courses) while at 
WSS.  
 
Our belief is this provides students with an opportunity to explore various learning options and        
interests, better prepares students for broad-based entrance requirements for post-secondary schools, 
allows for a broader range of scholarships and awards opportunities, and affords increased                
programming options at WSS. 
 
Please take time to become familiar with the courses and processes with your child. Designing your 
learning plan should include a variety of programming options. 
 
Should you have any questions regarding course planning please do not hesitate to call our school 
counsellors, Ms. Hanbury and Ms. Smart. 
 
Sincerely 



 

COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

TO CONSIDER WHEN PLANNING YOUR COURSES 
 
 

 

How many courses should I take each school year?  All students are required to take 8 courses 
per school year.   

Can I take Online Courses? Please see the information about online courses on page 8. 

When should I choose my elective (Selected Studies) courses?  You should choose your       elec-
tive courses after you have considered your interests, goals, and advice from counsellors,  
teachers and parents. 

How do I find out about post secondary institutions' entrance requirements?  The best place to 
go is to the website of each university. Some calendars outlining detailed requirements for 
specific programs are available from the counselor. All students should research their chosen 
fields of study and make themselves aware of these entrance requirements, and plan their 
courses at WSS accordingly.  We also highly recommend Education Planner BC, a site that 
allowed you to research and plan your educational journey. 

What if I want to change my timetable after I've already selected my courses? If you wish to 
change your timetable before school begins the following September, please make an         
appointment with the counsellor who will try and help fulfill your request. If students decide 
that they still want to withdraw from classes they selected earlier, we will require them to 
meet with a counsellor and parents to complete a course change form.  This will allow them 
to make an informed decision about the learning opportunities offered in the course.  In our 
experience, some students withdraw from courses but then change their mind and it is often 
too late as the course becomes full.  This provides students and parents with sufficient infor-
mation to make the best decision for their learning environment. 

How does the school decide what electives to offer?  All electives (Selected Studies) courses are 
offered based on student demand and teaching time available within our school        timeta-
ble. 

What if I can't get the senior course I want?  If you cannot get a senior level course that you 
would like, you may be able to take the course online.   Sea to Sky Online School offers a    
variety of distance education courses.   Please see the next page for information about this 
learning environment. 
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SUMMARY OF GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS   

 
80 credits in Grade 10-12 (equivalent to 20 four-credit courses) are required for graduation. 
 
Please note that post-secondary institutions often require students to complete specific courses to 
get into certain programs. Careful planning in Grades 10, 11, and 12 will ensure you have all the 
courses and credits you need. 
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48 credits are required courses, including: 

English 10 4 credits 

English 11 or Communications 11 4 credits 

English 12 or Communications 12 4 credits 

Social Studies 10 OR Sciences Humaines 10 4 credits 

Social Studies 11 OR 12 (History / Law / Geography / Social Justice),    
Sciences Humaines 11 OR 12  
BC First Nations Studies 12 

4 credits 

Science 10  4 credits 

Science 11 or 12 (Biology / Chemistry / Physics / Earth Science / Other) 4 credits 

Mathematics 10 (Foundations of Math & Pre-Calculus 10, Workplace 10) 4 credits 

Mathematics 11 or 12  
Pre-Calculus, Foundations or Workplace 11 
Pre-Calculus, Foundations or Apprenticeship 12 

4 credits 

Physical Education 10 4 credits 

Arts Education 10 OR Applied Design, Skills, and Technologies 10, 11 OR 
12 

4 credits 

Career Life Education (or Planning 10 if graduating before 2020) 
+  
Career Life connections and Capstone 

8 credits 

28 credits from elective courses 

 

Additional 10, 11, or 12 Ministry-Developed or Ministry-Approved courses, External 
Credentials, Board Authorized courses, Post-Secondary credits, or Independent        
Directed Studies. 

Graduation Assessments 

All students will have to complete a Numeracy and Literacy Assessment before the end 
of Grade 12.  Students will have opportunities to write the graduation assessments    
several times and to set goals for improving their proficiency levels. 



Career Life Education 
 
 

Career Life Explorations/Career Life Connections/Capstone 
 

In Grades 10-12, students will explore post-graduation to effectively pursue who and how 
they want to be in the world. Career-Life Education (CLE) and Career-Life Connections 
(CLC) are part of the graduation requirements, and Career-Life Connections includes a ca-
reer-life exploration component and a capstone. Students will earn a total of eight credits 
upon completion of the grades 10-12 curriculum.  

The Career Life Curriculum provides a learning progression to encourage students to move 
from exploring various career-life possibilities and practicing employability skills to apply-
ing their self-knowledge and career-life strategies as they move forward in preferred future 
possibilities. 

The Curricular focus of the two programs include the following: 

Career-Life Education focuses on gaining a clear  understanding of career -life develop-
ment knowledge, skills, and strategies for life’s journey into adulthood.  These skills and 
strategies are developed through experiences such as : 

 exploring career-life possibilities for adult life, such as roles, opportunities, and commu-
nity resources 

 examining ways to publicly represent ourselves both face-to-face and in digital environ-
ments 

 practicing inclusive and respectful interactions for various community and work-related 
contexts 

 connecting and engaging with supportive community members 

 researching post-graduation options and planning resources, such as labour market 
trends, budgeting tools, and workplace safety guidelines. 

  

Career-Life Connections focuses on applying personal career-life management 
knowledge, skills, and strategies to the one’s own personal life journey.  These skills in-
clude: 

 deepening career-life concepts and thoughtful self-knowledge to inform personal life-
long learning choices and post-graduation plans 

 using self-advocacy and employment marketing strategies, such as creating one’s own 
effective public profiles 

 employing developed social capital, such as leadership and collaboration skills, to culti-
vate community networks 

 engaging in a substantive experiential learning opportunity of 30 hours or more that is 
intended to expand and/or deepen student exposure to career-life possibilities, such as 
service learning, volunteerism, employment, fieldwork projects, entrepreneurship, and 
passion projects 

 designing, assembling, and presenting a capstone to an audience, celebrating the learn-
ing journey and next steps toward preferred futures. 
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EARNING ADDITONAL CREDITS IN THE GRADUATION PROGRAM 
 
Students may be able to obtain high school credit in the  
following ways.   
 
EQUIVALENCY 
 
Course equivalency is the process of receiving credit, based on documen-

tation which indicated the student has achieved the learning outcomes for an ap-
proved grade 11 or grade 12 course outside of the BC school system.  Common situa-
tions may involve students who have moved from another province or country, or who 
have credentials from an out of school program that school boards or the Ministry 
have deemed equivalent. 
 
 
INDEPENDENT – DIRECTED STUDIES (IDS) 
 
Independent-Directed Studies (IDS) allows students to initiate, develop and  
complete their own courses under the supervision of a teacher.  An IDS course must be 
based upon the learning outcomes of a Ministry-Authorized or Board/Authority Au-
thorized course.  Students may get one, two, three or four credits at the grade 10, 11 
or 12 level.  If students have a course in which they would like to pursue independent 
studies, they should speak to the teacher who may be able to supervise them and then 
consult with a school counsellor. 
 
 
EXTERNAL COURSES 
 
An External Course is an organized set of learning activities that is developed or 
offered outside the BC School System.  Students may earn credit for successfully com-
pleting an External Course approved by the Ministry.  For example – a student who has 
completed their Grade 8 Piano through the Royal Conservatory of Music could receive 
credit for Music 12.  The ministry has supplied a list of the External Youth Develop-
ment Course, Sports Programs, Music Courses, and Industrial and Occupational Cours-
es that will be recognized for Grade 11 or 12 credit.  The counsellor has access to a list 
of courses that are approved for External Credit. 
 
 
CHALLENGE 
 
If documentation is not available to do an equivalency review, it is appropriate for a 
student to challenge a course.  If a student has not taken the course, but feels that 
they can challenge the learning outcomes then they may go through the challenge 
process if a teacher is able to provide this opportunity.  If you would like to challenge a 
grade 11 or 12 language course, you must start the application process  in October and 
the actual exam is in Delta in  January.   
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SPECIAL PROGRAMS 
 

 

 

PEER TUTORING 
  
Peer Tutoring is a locally developed course for students in Grades 10 to 12 who are interested in providing 
classroom assistance at WSS.   
  
Interested students must be committed to spending one of their blocks to being a classroom tutor.  They will 
be responsible for providing assistance to students and teachers under the direction of the classroom teach-
er.  Students who are interested in being a peer tutor can sign up on the course selection form and may be 
marched with a teacher who is looking for a peer tutor.  Students can also ask teachers if they can peer tutor 
fro them in a specific class.  Peer tutors are expected to attend all classes and the sponsor teacher will com-
plete an assessment form to evaluate their progress. 
  

 
WORK EXPERIENCE  

 
Students are encouraged to prepare for life after secondary school through participation in a Career Program during Grade 

11 and 12.  

 

WHAT IS WORK EXPERIENCE?  

Students may choose from many different work experience options that cover a wide area of career possibilities. Work 

experience is a unique opportunity for students to learn through experiences outside of school to expand workplace skills 

and understand career life options. This course may be taken outside the school timetable or in the summer months.  In 

order to gain 4 credits for work experience, students will need to complete some documentation with the support of their 

employer and work at least 100 hours. 

WHY SIGN UP FOR WORK EXPERIENCE?    

 Plan your school courses with a job/career in mind 

 Connect classroom learning to the workplace 

 Explore and experience a career area 

 Gain valuable work experience 

 Obtain references and contacts for future jobs 

 Improve the chance of acceptance into post-secondary programs 

 Receive a special School District #48 certificate indicating the work placement 

 Have official recognition of the Career Program on the BC graduation transcript 

 Increase self-confidence, self-reliance and personal awareness 
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YOUTH WORK IN TRADES 
 
Youth Work in Trades (formerly called Secondary School Apprenticeship or SSA) is a pro-
vincial career program that is a combination of the Industry Training Authority and the 
Ministry of Education leading to secondary school graduation. It enables students to 
move directly into the apprenticeship training system while attending high school. To be 
accepted into the Youth Work in Trades program, students must go through an in-
school application process and have a ticketed journey person or a supervision and sign 
off authority status employer willing to sponsor them. 
 
Students are registered as apprentices through the Career Programs office and given a 
Trades Worker ID Number from Industry Training Authority (ITA). 
 
Once students are accepted into the program and registration is complete, the work-
place-based training can occur. Hours can be accumulated during the summer, outside 
of school hours during the school year, or can be arranged to occur during the day in 
the school term. Students can actually spend up to five months of their combined 11/12 
school years in the workplace. This is dependent on other course scheduling and on the 
needs of the employer. 
 
Students graduating with an apprenticeship must have four Career Programs Secondary 
School Youth Work in Trades courses successfully completed and recorded on their 
transcripts. The courses are regular 4-credit senior courses: WRK11A, WRK11B, WRK12A 
and WRK12B. 
 
These courses each represent a minimum of 120 workplace-based hours in their ap-
prenticed trade with their registered employer (480 hours minimum). These hours must 
be recorded on the Work-based Training Report, faxed in to ITA by either the Employer 
or the Career Program Office. The Career Programs Teacher will be in contact with the 
employer to evaluate the student’s progress. 
 
A $1000 Scholarship is available to all WRK students graduating with a C+ average and 
still successfully employed as apprentices. You must have submitted a minimum of 900 
hours to ITA within 6 months after graduation. 

YOUTH TRAIN IN TRADES 

This program is offered through Howe Sound Secondary in Squamish but students in 
Whistler are eligible to participate.  Through community colleges, students can learn 
trades such as professional cook, construction electrician, or professional cook. 
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DISTANCE/ONLINE LEARNING 
 

Distance learning is another learning environment used to support students, and there 
are many positive reasons for students to take an online course. These include athletes 
who miss a considerable amount of school, additional course choices to support interest, 
to provide an alternate learning environment (i.e.: learning pace), and to support student 
learning goals. 
 
It is important to note, however, when deciding upon taking an online course, a few 
things should be considered: 
1. Online courses follow the Ministry of Education’s curriculum (same as classroom 

courses). 
2. Characteristics that lend themselves to successful online learning include self-

regulation, planning, and independence (requiring little to no support). 
3. Online courses require full participation in completing learning guides, lessons, and 

exams.  In most cases, online courses in addition to the full course load taken at WSS. 
4. If students are considering a career in science or planning to go to university to study 

science, they may want to consider a classroom setting for the purpose of accessing 
labs while benefiting from in-class support of peers and their teacher. 

5. Sea-to-Sky Online School, which is part of our own school district, offers Grade 10, 11, 
and 12 courses.  

6. Any student wishing to register in an online course are to meet with their counselor 
AND parents prior to enrolling in an online course. This is to ensure understanding 
and that the course is a viable learning option for a student. 

 
 
A note about Middle Years Learners (Grades 8 and 9): 
 
Grade 8 and 9 students are part of our middle school program and their learning is based 
on the K-9 curriculum. The classroom learning environment is designed to support com-
petency and interpersonal development in a social context, as well at set learning expec-
tations for the curriculum. 
 
We encourage Grade 8 and 9 students to participate in classroom learning until they are 
in Grade 10 or older.  If a Grade 9 student is considering a Grade 10 course, the student 
will have to work on this course outside of their regular school day.  It is valuable for all 
Grade 9 students to participate in all parts of the Grade 9 program because the curricu-
lum and programming has been designed to support middle years learners and will pre-
pare students for the challenges of the Grad Program in Grades 10 to 12.   
 
We aim to provide students with choice and options to meet their educational goals and 
acknowledge that online learning can be a robust learning environment for some stu-
dents.  Families who wish to discuss this option should arrange to meet with a school 
counsellor and sometimes the administration to ensure the best decision for each child 
and determine which learning environment is best for them.  
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POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION - ADMISSIONS 
 

They are a variety of post-secondary institutes , which vary from province to 
province and may include universities, university colleges, colleges, institutes of 
technology, and specialized institutes. Some universities have federation or af-
filiation agreements with specific colleges or with other universities. 
 

The decision where to attend post secondary is individual and depends upon 
each student’s goals and preferred learning environment.  
 
 

Application Process 
 

Grade 11 students should start thinking about the different institutions they may 
want to attend.  Many students will not have an exact idea of where they want to 
go, and that is normal.  Others may have a definite plan. Regardless of their sit-
uation, if a student is planning to attend a post-secondary institute next year, 
they should apply to several different schools to keep their options open.   
 

The early admission deadline varies between December and the end of 
February for many of the schools in BC, however for many schools, stu-
dents can start the application process in the fall.  If the student is apply-
ing out of the province they should be starting the application process in 
the fall as well. Some college programs have limited entry and should be 
applied for as early as possible. 
 

Once the student has made contact with the schools of choice, the stu-
dent will be updated by those schools as to the steps they need to take to 
complete the application process.  The earlier you apply, the earlier you 
get on the email list to get updates on scholarships, open houses, submit-
ting marks, etc. 
 

Each school requires something a little different than the others.  Therefore it is 
very important that you check the specifics of the post-secondary institu-
tions you think you may be attending.  What will work at one school may not 
work at another. 
 

Most universities, colleges, and technical institutes in BC have information on 
their calendars, scholarships, residence and application forms on their websites 
and that is a great place to access the information because it is so cur-
rent.  There are also some calendars in the counselling area of the school 
(many schools are not printing calendars anymore), which you are encouraged 
to browse through. 
We highly recommend using this website to explore options and compare and 
contrast admission requirements and programs for different institutions in British 
Columbia:  https://www.educationplannerbc.ca/ 
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Academic Course Requirements 
 
 

Generally, admission is based on a percentage that is calculated on English 12 
+ 3 academic Grade 12  subjects  (some out of province schools may require 4 
others).   However UBC and Simon Fraser are changing the way they accept stu-
dents, so that now they will be taking into account up to 6 grade 11 courses and 6 
grade 12 courses as well as a personal profile of other activities you do at school 
and in the community.  The actual percentage required to secure a place will change 
depending on who applies.  We always recommend that students take more courses 
than the minimum required in case one course does not go as well as planned.  
 
 
Academic Grade “12” subjects that may be offered at Whistler Secondary: 
 
Math 12 English 12 Literature 12  Geography 12 
  
Chemistry 12 Biology 12 Physics 12  French 12   
History 12 Law 12 Calculus 12  Social Justice 12 
Comparative Civilization 12 (accepted at UVic, SFU, UNBC & TRU)  
 
While some universities determine admission based on marks alone, others are 
starting to use a different process that considers other factors.  Starting this school 
year, UBC has changed the way they make admissions decisions.  They will 
now look at more than just grades in a limited number of academic Grade 12 cours-
es.  UBC will now consider all Grade 11 (junior level) and Grade 12 (senior level) 
courses when evaluating the competitiveness of your application.  They also now 
require applications to write a personal profile which is an important part of the appli-
cation.  
  
 

COMMUNITY COLLEGES 
 
From vocational to university transfer, Community Colleges offer many types of 
programs.  Mature students can complete high school or high school equivalency 
and all students can enter either  diploma or certificate programs, ranging in 
length from 2 months to 2 years.  Students can also take 1

st
 and 2

nd
 year Universi-

ty Transfer courses. 

 
B.C. INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 
 
B.C.I.T. offers a variety of two-year technology programs in Business, Engineering 
and Health as well as 4 year degree-granting programs.  These programs are only 
open to graduates who meet the specific  prerequisites.  Students should consult 
the B.C.I.T. schedule of prerequisites. As well, B.C.I.T. offers a wide range of 
Trades Training Programs.  They vary in length and some programs only require 
completion of grade 10.  Aircraft Maintenance, Appliance Repair, Cook Training, 
and Forestry Crew Person are examples of some of the specific programs that are 
available.  For more information consult the B.C.I.T. calendar in the counselling 
area. 
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APPLYING TO ONTARIO UNIVERSITIES 
 

For students who would like to apply to Ontario universities, they should 
go to the Ontario University Application Centre website, which is 
www.ouac.on.ca/105/.  You apply to this one application center for all 
Ontario universities.  
 
 

MY BLUEPRINT 
 

myBlueprint is a tool for comprehensive education and career planning.  It 
aims to meet the learning needs, interests, and aspirations of all students. It 
is an excellent education and career/life planning resource that we will be 
using in the next school year.   Students can make their own account at 
www.myblueprint.ca/sd48 

SAT INFORMATION 
 

If you are planning to go to school in the United States you will need to 
write the SAT exam. This is written in Vancouver about six times per 
year.  It mostly tests the student’s knowledge of English and math. The 
deadlines for registration are usually about two months before the exam is 
written, so you need to be thinking ahead, to be sure you are registered on 
time.  If you need more information on the SAT’s, see Ms. Hanbury for 
registration forms or you can visit their website at 
www.collegeboard.com .  
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Applied Design, Skills, and Technologies 

Home Economics 

Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

Food Studies 10 
 
During this action-packed course 

students will explore the culinary 

world through hands on practice and 

project based learning.  Along with 

learning what skills it takes to be-

come proficient in the kitchen at 

baking and cooking, students will 

explore nutrition and healthy living, 

budgeting, careers and current food 

issues and practices such as global 

and environmental health issues re-

lated to the production and consump-

tion of food.  Additionally, we will 

also study ethnic cooking and stu-

dents who have not obtained their 

FoodSafe level 1 certification will be 

given the opportunity to do so. 

 

Textiles 10 
 
In this course students will expand 

on the basic textiles skills introduced 
in grade 8. New skills introduced in 

this course include utilizing patterns, 
altering patterns, creating wearable 

garments utilizing advanced tech-
niques, design basics and upcycling. 
The role of textiles in Frist Peoples 

culture will be a component in the 
course and the focus of a project. 

Students will have a range of pro-
jects to choose from after the re-

quired project coursework is com-
pleted including knitting, crocheting, 
quilting, cross stitching, weaving, 

and paper crafts. Basic materials for 
this course will be provided, howev-

er, if students wish to make a major 
project or garment to take home they 

will need to provide the necessary 
materials. 

Food Studies 11 
 
During this action-packed course 

students will explore the culinary 

world through hands on practice and 

project based learning.  Along with 

learning what skills it takes to be-

come proficient in the kitchen at 

baking and cooking, students will 

explore nutrition and healthy living, 

budgeting, careers and current food 

issues and practices such as global 

and environmental health issues re-

lated to the production and consump-

tion of food.  Additionally, we will 

also study ethnic cooking and stu-

dents who have not obtained their 

FoodSafe level 1 certification will be 

given the opportunity to do so. 

Food Studies 12 
 
During this action-packed course 

students will explore the culinary 

world through hands on practice and 

project based learning.  Along with 

learning what skills it takes to be-

come proficient in the kitchen at bak-

ing and cooking, students will ex-

plore nutrition and healthy living, 

budgeting, careers and current food 

issues and practices such as global 

and environmental health issues re-

lated to the production and consump-

tion of food.  Additionally, we will 

also study ethnic cooking and stu-

dents who have not obtained their 

FoodSafe level 1 certification will be 

given the opportunity to do so. 
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Information and Communications Technology 

Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

Computer Studies 10 
Information Technology 
 

This course builds on experience in 
Programming 9. Emphasis will be on 

using common programming tech-
niques to solve interesting problems.  
The course also explores the structure 

and platforms involved in web based 
programming.  

Graphic Design 10 – Level I 
or Level II 

Nature of Course:  Level I is a 
beginner’s course, while Level II 
is 2nd year course.  
Level I - Want to learn how to use 
many types of software like the 
Adobe Creative Cloud 
(Photoshop, Illustrator, Animate, 
After Effects, Premiere Pro, and 
more), combined with design 
skills, to create various forms of 
media?  Take this course!  You 
create posters, collages, maga-
zines, logos, webpages, blogs, vid-
eos, and much more.  There is a 
lot of independent work involved 
in this fun, creative, artsy, graphic 
design course. Time flies by in 
this course because you’re doing 
fun and practical work, learning 
life-long skills.   
 
Level II – for those who’ve taken 
Graphic Design 9, you can take 
Graphic Design again.  In  Level 
II, you have the opportunity to 
grow your design and software 
skills.  You will have much more 
voice & choice in your 2nd year of 
Graphic Design. 
Caution: This course does not 
fulfill the Applied Skill require-
ment for Graduation. 
This is a course which will require 
lots of work in class, but no home-
work, so regular attendance is a 
must. 

Computer Programming 11 
 
Creating solutions and applications 
on the web using web based pro-
gramming.  Experience with HTML, 

CSS, Python and JavaScript will 
emphasised.  Students will have the 

opportunity to design and create in-
teractive web projects.  

Desktop Publishing 11 

Nature of the Course:  No 
experience required. Want to 
learn how to use many types 
of software like the Adobe 
Creative Cloud: Photoshop, 
Illustrator, Animate, After Ef-
fects, Premiere Pro, and more. 
Want to learn design skills and 
create various forms of media? 
Take this project-based 
course!   
If you’ve taken Graphic De-
sign 9/10, this course gives 
you the opportunity to develop 
and grow your skills and crea-
tivity.   
There is a lot of independent 
work involved in this fun, cre-
ative, artsy, graphic design 
course.  The course is enjoya-
ble and it’s very practical.   
Special Note:  This course 
DOES fulfill the Applied Skill 
requirement for Graduation. 
Caution:  This is a course 
which will require regular at-
tendance. Adults pay big 
bucks to take these courses 
later on in life and this course 
is available to you now. 
  

Computer Programming 12 
 
While pursuing individual interests 

students will be expected to learn and 
apply advanced web based program-

ming skills.  Proficiency with 
HTML, CSS, Python, JavaScript will 
be expected by the end of the course.  

Student will be asked set goals and 
develop learning plans based on the 

role, they believe, information tech-
nology will play in their lives after 

graduation. 

Desktop Publishing 12 
 
Prerequisite:  Desktop Pub-
lishing 11 
 
Nature of Course:  Did you 
like DTP 11 so much that you 
want to carry on?  Want to im-
prove your graphic design 
skills and creativity while do-
ing work that is practical, fun, 
and could land you 
jobs?  There is a lot of voice & 
choice.  Take this 
course!  Much like DTP 11, 
this is project-based.  There is 
a lot of independent work in-
volved in this fun, creative, 
artsy, graphic design course.   
Special Note:  This course 
can count as one of the 4 
Grade 12 courses required to 
graduate.   
Caution:  This is a course 
which will require regular at-
tendance.  
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Technology Education 

Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

Engineering 10 
 (Technology) 
 
This course is an introduction to the 
field of Engineering. Students who 
took Engineering 9 will enjoy a similar 
format with new concepts, and more 
complex projects. New students will 
enjoy the challenge of learning engi-
neering principles by building scaled 
down versions of real life machines. 
Students develop design and drafting 
skills as they solve various engineering 
problems. In grade 10 students focus 
on pressure systems, circuitry, and gear 
ratios as they relate to torque and 
speed.  This is a fun, hands on course 
that fosters creativity, and practical 
learning of engineering concepts. 
 

Woodwork 10 
 
This course is an introduction to the 
fine art of furniture making. There is 
no pre-requisite. Students select from a 
variety of projects, and are encouraged 
to add their own personal touch.  A 
variety of skills are taught, which in-
clude design and drafting principles, 
milling procedures, joinery, wood tech-
nology, finishing, and the safe and 
proper use of woodworking tools, both 
stationary and hand held. Students who 
have taken Woodwork 9 are encour-
aged to challenge themselves with 
more difficult projects, or create their 
own designs as they learn new skills 
and techniques. 
 
 
 

All the below courses  will be offered 
in the “Skills Exploration 11” course 

 
Independent Studies  11  
This course gives that self-motivated stu-
dent the opportunity explore their own per-
sonal interests.  Some past examples in-
clude: 

 “The Tesla Turbine.”  The History of 
the 20th century Master Inventor Nikoli 
Tesla was studied.  Among his many 
inventions was his famous Turbine that 
is still in use today.  A working model 
of this turbine was designed and built 
in the ADST workshop. 

 “Electric Guitar.”  In this case, a stu-
dent researched, designed and con-
structed a cigar box electric slide gui-
tar.  You should have heard him sing 
the blues… 

 “Custom Skateboards.“ Researching 
various skateboard designs, and con-
struction methods, the end result was a 
unique personalized skateboard deck. 

For more ideas, go talk to Mr. Mortensen 
 
Robotics 11 
(Technology) 
Using the Vex Robotics Systems, students will 
design and construct different robots to solve a 
variety of “Vex Challenges”.  This is a HANDS 
ON course where students build different ma-
chines to solve various engineering challenges.  
Computer programming is NOT a part of this 
course, however the Vex System has the capabil-
ity for autonomous sensor programming should 
the advanced student choose to go that route. 

  
Trades Exploration – Residential 
Construction  11 
This course is designed to teach students 
the basics of Residential home construction.  
This Hands On course explores modern 
Framing, Electrical, Plumbing, and finish-
ing techniques.  Students will also partici-
pate in the construction of selected commu-
nity projects. 

 
Woodwork 11   
This is a continuation of Woodwork 9/10, 
but there is no prerequisite. Students new to 
this class will begin with the basics and 
progress at their natural speed.  Those who 
have taken Woodwork 9 or 10 are expected 
to design and construct their own creations 
while increasing their skills in design, join-
ery, finishing, and milling. 

All of the below courses will be  of-
fered in the “Skills Exploration 12” 
course 
 
Robotics 12 
( Technology) 
 
This is a continuation of Robotics 11.  If this is your 
second year taking Robotics, the engineering chal-
lenges increase to include the Vex International  
Competition Challenges.  There is an opportunity to 
enter such challenges with other schools in the 
province. 

  
Woodwork 12 
 
For the student who has taken this course through-
out their High School career… this is your Magnum 
Opus.  For new students to woodworking, this is a 
great way to challenge yourself with something 
new, and step out of your comfort zone.   
 

Trades Exploration – Residential 
Construction  12 
 
This course is designed to teach students the 
basics of Residential home construction.  This 
Hands On course explores modern Framing, 
Electrical, Plumbing, and finishing techniques.  
Students will also participate in the construc-
tion of selected community projects. 
 

Independent Studies  12 
 
This course gives that self-motivated student 
the opportunity explore their own personal 
interests.  Some past examples include: 

 “The Tesla Turbine.”  The History of the 
20th century Master Inventor Nikoli Tesla 
was studied.  Among his many inventions 
was his famous Turbine that is still in use 
today.  A working model of this turbine 
was designed and built in the ADST 
workshop. 

 “Electric Guitar.”  In this case, a student 
researched, designed and constructed a 
cigar box electric slide guitar.  You 
should have heard him sing the blues… 

 “Custom Skateboards.“ Researching vari-
ous skateboard designs, and construction 
methods, the end result was a unique per-
sonalized skateboard deck. 

For more ideas, go talk to Mr. Mortensen 
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Arts Education: Drama 

Grade 10 Grade 11 

Drama 10 

(in class) 
This course is designed to allow students to develop 

their interests in drama. All students will participate in 
acting skills (voice projection, blocking, staging), back-

stage skills (lighting, sound and stage crew), as well as 
scriptwriting skills (writing techniques, character devel-

opment and stage design). After shared learning experi-
ences, students will have the opportunity to choose a 
performance and style based on their area of interest. 

The goal of Drama is to become comfortable taking 
risks, making mistakes, trying again, and supporting 

your acting community. 

Drama 11 

(in class) 
This course is designed to allow students to develop 

their interests in drama. All students will participate in 
acting skills (voice projection, blocking, staging), back-

stage skills (lighting, sound and stage crew), as well as 
scriptwriting skills (writing techniques, character devel-

opment and stage design). After shared learning experi-
ences, students will have the opportunity to choose a 
performance and style based on their area of interest. 

The goal of Drama is to become comfortable taking 
risks, making mistakes, trying again, and supporting 

your acting community. 

Grades 10-12 Courses Grades 8-12 Courses 

Drama:  
Theatre Production 10/11/12 
(after school practice) 
 

This course is designed around the annual 
school production. Depending on the play cho-
sen, students will have the opportunity to 

choose their area(s) of focus: acting, lighting or 
sound technician, stage crew, advertising, cos-
tume design, and/or music. The final profes-

sional production takes place in early March. 
Students must be able to communicate with the 
teacher on a regular basis, commit to a sched-

ule, and be personally responsible. Whatever 
your acting experience, all are welcome! If you 
have the willingness to try, you are the right 
student for this course! Although scheduling 

rehearsal is flexible, it is suggested that stu-
dents are not already heavily committed to oth-
er projects, as Theatre Production will need 

your time. Remember, growth as an artist re-
quires perseverance, resilience and reflection. 
Possible field trips, assignments and discus-

sions may also occur.  

 
 

 LET’S BOW (Gr 8-12) (Performance 10-12) 
LET’S BOW is an off-timetable elective for stu-
dents to LEARN a new skill of their choice to 
develop and perform that either ENTERTAINS, 
EDUCATES or TEACHES other STUDENTS.  The 
3 pre-requisites for this course are a little bit 
of BRAVERY, some OPENMINDEDNESS toward 
new learning and a WILLINGNESS to take 
risks.  This course is designed around the fol-
lowing 5 Big Ideas: 
 
-Growth as a performer requires persever-
ance, resilience, and risk taking. 
-Performers collaborate through critical reflec-
tion, creative co-operation, and the exchange 
of ideas. 
-Performers can develop, enhance and refine 
their technique and skills through practice and 
experience in a variety of genres, styles or spe-
cializations. 
-Performance art combines the language of a 
specific art form with the ability to create, per-
form and respond to a variety of performance 
art forms. 
-Aesthetic experiences have the power to 
transform our perspectives and the way we 
see, think and feel. 
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Arts Education : Visual Arts 

Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

 

Art Studio 10 
(Visual Art) 
 
Nature of Course: This cour se of-
fers experience in a variety of visual 
expression areas: drawing, painting, 
ceramics and design. Students who 
wish to continue their Art background 
will have the opportunity to develop 
projects with assistance/instruction 
from the Art teacher. 
Those with little Art background will 
have an opportunity to experiment 
with different media. Emphasis will 
be placed on imagery, design, and 
originality. Students are expected to 
work independently, set their own 
goals, and be responsible for their 
production. Students are also ex-
pected to be responsible with tools 
and materials. Students are expected 
to bring in their own: sketchbook, 
pencils, rulers, scissors, glue stick, 
pencil crayons and felts.  
This course runs as a grade 9/10 level 
mix. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Arts Studio 11 
(Visual Art) 
 
Nature of Course: Arts Studio 11 
offers experiences in a variety of vis-
ual expression areas including: draw-
ing, ceramics, and printmaking. Stu-
dents who wish to continue their art 
education will be encouraged to de-
velop individual projects with in-
structor help. The course includes 
daily sketches, personal portfolio 
projects and art history projects. Stu-
dents with a minimum art background 
will have the opportunity to experi-
ment with different media. Emphasis 
will be placed on imagery, design, art 
history and originality. Students also 
need to bring in a sketchbook and 
basic drawing materials. 
Students will participate in a group 
exhibition at semester end.  
This course runs as a grade 11/12 
level mix. 
 
 

Photography 10, 11, 12 ** 
 
Photography helps to support 
the development of photog-
raphy skills and understanding 
of design elements including 
principles of composition, im-
age development strategies in 
photography 
materials, processes, tech-
niques, and image-making 
technologies, used in photog-
raphy.  Students will learn to 
create a variety of photograph-
ic images, and understand how 
photography can be a way to 
communicate stories and expe-
riences. The course may in-
clude creating a portfolio of 
different styles of photography 
(landscape, action, portrait, etc. 
and possibly a  student exhibi-
tion/art show.  

 

Art Studio 12 
(Visual Art) 
 
Pre-requisite: Art Studio 11 or permis-
sion from instructor 
Nature of Course: Arts Studio 12 
offers experiences in a variety of visual 
expression areas including: drawing, 
ceramics, and printmaking. Students 
who wish to continue their art educa-
tion will be encouraged to develop in-
dividual projects with instructor help. 
The course includes daily sketches, 
personal portfolio projects and art his-
tory projects. Students with a minimum 
art background will have the opportuni-
ty to experiment with different media. 
Emphasis will be placed on imagery, 
design, art history and originality. Stu-
dents also need to bring in a sketch-
book and basic drawing materials. Stu-
dents will participate in a group exhibi-
tion at semester end.  This course runs 
as a grade 11/12 level mix. 
 
Independent Drawing and Paint-
ing 12 
 
Pre-requisite:  Art Studio 12  (or 
students must have completed the 
advanced level in at least two visual 
expression areas or have reached the 
advanced level in two and are complet-
ing those levels concurrently with Art 
Studio 12).  Admission to this course is 
with instructor permission only.  
Nature of Course: This cour se offer s 
advanced level art students the time to 
work independently, set their own 
goals, and be responsible for their own 
production. Personal project 
plans will be developed with the Art 
teacher. The student may use the time 
to prepare a portfolio for post-
secondary institutions or employment, 
to plan and conduct a showing of work, 
and/or to participate in work experi-
ence programs. Studio Art 12 may 
draw content from any number of visu-
al expression areas and may be individ-
ualized to focus on any of the learning 
outcomes. Students will participate in a 
group exhibition at semester end. 
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Français langue seconde - Immersion 

Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

FSL 10 (French 10) 

In French 10, students will continue to de-
velop their language skills as well as gain 
awareness and an appreciation for French 
culture.  With a focus on portfolio based 
assessment, students will have a variety of 
ways to demonstrate their learning with a 
focus on project based learning.  Creativity 
and expression are emphasized in the course 
which allows students the opportunity to 
deepen their learning and create meaningful 
communicative experiences.   

 
Français Langue 10 (French Im-
mersion) 
 
This course is designed to continue the lan-
guage development of students by focusing 

on strategies of communication (adapting 
their language choice based on the situation 

and utilizing a variety of expressions.) Stu-
dents will continue to develop an under-

standing of the variety of language and cul-
ture that exists in the Francophone world. 
Students will also explore texts by differen-

tiating both abstract and concrete concepts. 
Poetry and novel studies will also be a focus 

of this course. 

Sciences Humaines 10 
 
Social Studies 10 is designed to develop 
students’ knowledge and understanding of 
Canada and the World throughout the Twen-
tieth Century up to the present time. Stu-
dents will explore competency themes in-
volving social, political, economic, environ-
mental, and geographic patterns. Students 
will develop a deeper appreciation for the 
impact that historical events and Canada’s 
involvement have had on shaping its identi-
ty. Students may work with a variety of ac-
tivities, including presentations, research 
and design activities using the inquiry pro-
cess, and individual and collaborative pro-
jects.  
Big ideas include: 

 Understanding how global and regional 
conflicts have helped to shape our con-
temporary world and identities 

 Development and structure of political 
institutions is influenced by economic, 
social, ideological and geographic fac-
tors 

 Worldviews lead to different perspec-
tives and ideas about developments in 
Canadian society 

 Discriminatory injustices in Canada and 
globally challenge Canada’s policies of 
inclusion and multiculturalism 

 

 

FSL 11 (French 11) 
 
Students will continue to listen, view 
and speak French with purpose and in-
tent. Students will experience different 
creative works from a variety of franco-
phone cultures in an effort to deepen 
their understanding of the interconnec-
tion between language and culture. Stu-
dents will ask and respond to complex 
questions. They will also focus on past, 
present and future timeframes as well as 
language etiquette. 
 

Français Langue 11 (French 
Immersion) 
 
This course is designed to continue the 
language development of students by 

focusing on strategies of communica-
tion (adapting their language choice 

using “les formules de politesse”, utiliz-
ing a variety of expressions and speak-
ing publicly in a variety of situations.) 

Students will continue to explore the 
Francophone world while being con-

scious of what contributes to the differ-
ences that exists socially, linguistically 

and culturally. The role and influence of 
different media on the values of society 
will also explored. 

Sciences Humaines 11 – 
(French Immersion) 
 
The Social Studies 11 curriculum has 
been changed and there a lot more vari-
ation in what schools can offer.  The 
content and format of this course will 
depend on the qualifications of the 
teacher as well as student need and in-
terest.   

FSL 12 (French 12) 
 
The focus of this course is to refine 
and increase proficiency in French. 
While the emphasis on culture and 
language remains, students will also 
be asked to share their feelings and 
opinions and demonstrate an appreci-
ation of Francophone culture. Stu-
dents will also explore the benefits of 
becoming more proficient in French. 
They will also focus on multiple past, 
present and future timeframes as well 
as language etiquette. 

 
Français Langue 12 (French 
Immersion) 
 
This course is designed to continue 

the language development of students 
by focusing on strategies of commu-
nication (adapting their language 

choice using negotiation, moderation 
and reformulation, utilizing a variety 

of expressions and speaking publicly 
in a variety of situations.) Students 

will continue to explore the variety of 
language and culture that exists in the 
Francophone world while focusing on 

the personal, social and professional 
impact of bilingualism. 
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English Language Arts 

Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

English 10 

Students will develop their 
skills in essay writing, enjoy 
a novel study, study an as-
sortment of short stories 
and poetry, and also learn 
about one or more works in 
drama. As well, there is a 
media writing component to 
this course. It is intended 
that students will be provid-
ed with an overview of dif-
ferent areas of study that 
they may choose to focus 
on in grade 11. 

English 11 

Major goals of the course are 
to develop the student’s learn-
ing and achievement in read-
ing, understanding, writing, 
listening and speaking.  
Students will continue to learn 
and grow in the following are-
as: 

 

Thinking Competencies- crit-
ical thinking, creative think-
ing, reflective thinking  

 

Personal and Social Compe-
tencies- positive personal 
and cultural identity, person-
al awareness and responsi-
bility, social awareness and 
responsibility  

 

Communication Competen-
cies- language and symbols, 
digital literacy 

 
Students will read different 
kinds of literature for under-
standing and analysis. Stu-
dents should expect to read, 
explain, discuss and develop 
the ideas raised by the materi-
al we cover. 
The course will review lan-
guage and writing basics; parts 
of speech, sentence analysis, 
punctuation, paragraphing. 
Writing assignments will focus 
on developing skills in personal 
response, literary essay, re-
search essay and creative writ-
ing. There will be opportunities 
for oral use of language during 
informal discussions and oral 
presentations. 
Students will work collabora-
tively and individually on pro-
jects, and will develop 
knowledge and skills with tech-
nology and digital media. 

 

 

 

 

English 12 
 

The BC English Language 
Arts 12 curriculum is de-
signed so that students may 
experience language—either 
textual, spoken, or graphic—
as a teacher, a tool, and an 
art across a variety of for-
mats. The integration of the 
curricular components of 
Composition and Creative 
Writing, Focused Literary 
Studies, New Media and 
Spoken Word supports stu-
dents’ personal interests and 
engagement. Students’ lan-
guage skills will be devel-
oped through a range of 
studies:  Fiction, Poetry and 
Non-Fiction Writing; Canadi-
an Multicultural and First 
Peoples’ Texts and Media; 
Digital Communication and 
Film; Reading and Writing 
Strategies; and Vocabulary 
Enrichment. Our examination 
of selected resources and 
our classroom activities in-
corporating inquiry-based 
learning practices will en-
courage students to think 
critically, synthesize, collabo-
rate, and communicate effec-
tively to gain both a greater 
appreciation for Language 
Arts and a deeper under-
standing of the human condi-
tion. By asking questions, 
forming and defending their 
opinions or varying points of 
view, and presenting their 
learning, students can make 
connections with what we 
are studying and develop 
their insight into both the 
lives of others and their own.   
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Mathematics 

Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

Foundations of Mathematics 
and Pre-calculus 10 

 
Recommended Prerequisite: Mathe-
matics 9 
Description: This pathway is de-
signed to provide students with the 
mathematical understandings and criti-
cal-thinking skills identifies for post-
secondary studies. This course leads to 
either Foundations of Mathematics 11 
or Pre-Calculus 11. 
Topics: Operations with powers, 
relationships among data, graphs and 
situations, linear relations and solving 
linear equations, operations with poly-
nomical expressions, primary trigono-
metric ratios, experimental probability 
and financial literacy.  
Assessment: Assignments, projects, 
quizzes and tests.  
Required Equipment: Scientific 
Calculator 

 

Workplace Mathematics 10  
 
Prerequiste: Mathematics 9 or  
teacher recommendation 
Description: This pathway is de-
signed to provide students with the 
mathematical understandings and criti-
cal-thinking skills identifies for entry 
into the majority of trades and for di-
rect entry into the work force. This 
course leads to Workplace Mathemat-
ics 11.  
Topics: Problem solving, modelling 
and interpreting data using graphs and 
relationships, primary trigonometric 
ratios, metric and imperial measure-
ment and conversions, surface area 
and volume, angle relationships, ex-
perimental probability and financial 
literacy.  
Assessment: Assignments, projects, 
quizzes and tests.  
Required Equipment: Scientific 
Calculator 
Special Note: Consultation and 

planning is important when entering 
the Workplace sequence as most uni-

versities require Foundations of Math-
ematics 11 or Pre-Calculus 11 courses.  

Foundations of Mathematics 11 

This course is strongly recommended for students 
who are planning on pursuing post-secondary 
studies in the arts or the humanities. Topics stud-
ied may include 
logic and reasoning, functions, geometry, 
statistics, and financial literacy. Students who 
successfully master the learning outcomes of this 
course may continue on to Foundations of Mathe-
matics 12. This course satisfies the Ministry of 
Education’s mathematics graduation require-
ments. Students who are planning on pursuing 
post-secondary studies in math or sciences should 
take Pre-calculus 11. 
Prerequisite: a final grade of 60%  or  higher  in 
Foundations and Pre-calculus Mathematics 10 is 
strongly recommended. 
 

Pre-calculus 11 

This course is strongly recommended for students who 
are planning on pursuing post-secondary studies in 
math, commerce or sciences. Topics covered may in-
clude quadratic functions and equations, rational ex-
pressions and equations,  trigonometry, graphing, fi-
nancial literacy. Students who successfully master the 
learning outcomes of this course may continue on to 
Pre-calculus 12. This course satisfies the Ministry of 
Education’s 
mathematics graduation requirements. Students who 
are planning on pursuing post-secondary studies in the 
arts or the humanities should take Foundations of  
Mathematics 11. 
Prerequisite: a final grade of 75%  or  higher  in 
Foundations and Pre-calculus Mathematics 10 is 
strongly recommended with a strong foundation in 
algebra. Students with less than 75% should consult 
with their teacher before choosing this course. 
 

Workplace Mathematics 11  
This course is strongly recommended for students 
who are planning on entering the workforce di-
rectly after high school, or who are planning on 
pursuing a career in the trades industries. Topics 
covered may include statistics, views and scale 
diagrams of 3D objects, linear relationships, 
slope, financial literacy and personal budgeting 
and planning for significant life purchases. Stu-
dents who successfully master the learning out-
comes of this course may continue on to Work-
place Mathematics 12. This course satisfies the 
Ministry of Education’s mathematics graduations 
requirements.  
Prerequisites: successful completion of Work-
place Mathematics 10 or permission from the 
instructor.  

Calculus 12 

 This course is designed to provide students with 
the mathematical understandings and critical-
thinking skills identified for entry into post- sec-
ondary programs that require the study of theoreti-
cal calculus. This might include Mathematics, 
Sciences, Engineering and Commerce. Topics 
include the concept and applications of the deriva-
tive, limits, integrals. 
 

Foundations of Mathematics 12 

This course is designed to provide students with 
the mathematical understandings and critical-
thinking skills identified for post-secondary stud-
ies in programs that do not require the study of 
theoretical calculus. This might include the Hu-
manities, Fine Arts, some Trades and Technical 
programs. Topics include set theory and condi-
tional statements, combinatorics, probability, 
functions involving Polynomial, Exponential, 
Logarithm and Sinusoidal Functions and regres-
sion analysis. Prerequisite: a final grade of 60% or 
higher in Foundations 11 is strongly recommend-
ed. Students with less than 60% should consult 
with their teacher before 
choosing this course. 
 

Pre-calculus 12 

This course is designed to provide students with the 
mathematical understandings and critical-thinking skills 
identified for entry into post- secondary programs that 
require the study of theoretical calculus. This might 
include Mathematics, Sciences, Engineering and Com-
merce. Topics include relations and function  
(composition and transformations), graphing and ana-
lyzing - exponential, logarithm, polynomial, radical  
rational and sinusoidal functions, solving trigonometric 
equations and proving trigonometric identities, se-
quences and series and conics. Prerequisite: a final 
grade of 70% or higher in Pre-Calculus 11 is strongly 
recommended. Students with less than 70% should 
consult with their teacher before choosing this course. 
 

Apprenticeship and Workplace Mathe-
matics 12 
 
This pathway is designed to provide students with the 
mathematical understandings and critical-thinking skills 
identified for entry into the majority of trades and for 
direct entry into the work force. Topics include SI and 
imperial units, surface area, volumes, slope and rate of 
change, trigonometry, modeling and drawing 2-D and 3
- D objects, relationships in formulae and circle geome-
try. Prerequisite: successful completion of Workplace 
Mathematics 11 or permission from the 
Instructor. 

2019/20 Course Selection  Pg. 19 

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/sites/curriculum.gov.bc.ca/files/pdf/10-12/mathematics/en_m_10_fpc.pdf
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/sites/curriculum.gov.bc.ca/files/pdf/10-12/mathematics/en_m_10_fpc.pdf
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/sites/curriculum.gov.bc.ca/files/pdf/10-12/mathematics/en_m_11_fmm.pdf
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/sites/curriculum.gov.bc.ca/files/pdf/10-12/mathematics/en_m_11_pcc.pdf
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/sites/curriculum.gov.bc.ca/files/pdf/10-12/mathematics/en_m_12_cal.pdf
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/sites/curriculum.gov.bc.ca/files/pdf/10-12/mathematics/en_m_12_fmm.pdf
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/sites/curriculum.gov.bc.ca/files/pdf/10-12/mathematics/en_m_12_pcc.pdf


Physical and Health Education 

Grade 10 Grade 11/12 

Physical and Health  
Education 10 
 
Curriculum in both grades covers a wide range of games 

(target, net/wall, striking and fielding, and territorial), gym-
nastics/tumbling, swimming, wrestling, Track and Field, vari-

ous modes of ‘health and fitness’ and dance. Outdoor Adven-
turous activities include biking, orienteering and snowshoe-
ing.  

In Grade 9 there is a weight training course at Meadow Park 
Sports Centre and a Sailing course with Whistler Sailing As-

sociation. In Grade 10 students practice designing and com-
pleting their own program (using the squash, ice skating, 

swimming and fitness training facilities independently) at 
Meadow Park Sports Centre. There is also a Grade 10 canoe-

ing course. Throughout PHE 9/10 there is a focus upon play 
and enjoyment and working towards achieving the big idea 

which is that each student is able to forge a positive relation-
ship with movement: their own ‘style’ or ‘way’ of being ac-
tive. Students journal reflectively during courses to expand 

their understanding of health concepts such as ‘nutrition,’ 
‘exercise’ and ‘lifestyle’. 

 

Human Performance 10 
 
The emphasis in this course is on being happy and being 
physically active.  
Human Performance is about designing an inspirational pro-
gram of activities together as a team. In Human Performance 
you will get the chance to: 
Play games that help you improve your understanding and 
ability to play different sports. Experience different training 
methods for sport, health and well-being. 
Design your own exercise program 
Use Meadow Park Sports Centre for weight training, squash, 
swimming and ice -skating  
Design, play and lead activities. 
Listen to guest speakers presentations (local athletes / train-
ers / coaches). 
Take part in outdoor activities (options include biking, sailing, 

canoeing, cross country skiing, snowshoeing, orienteering and 
triathlon). 

Human Performance 11/12 
 
The emphasis in this course is on being happy and 
being physically active.  
Human Performance is about designing an inspira-
tional program of activities together as a team. 
In Human Performance you will get the chance to: 
Play games that help you improve your understand-
ing and ability to play different sports. 
Experience different training methods for sport, 
health and well-being. 
Design your own exercise program 
Use Meadow Park Sports Centre for weight train-
ing, squash, swimming and ice -skating  
Design, play and lead activities. 
Listen to guest speakers presentations (local ath-
letes / trainers / coaches). 
Take part in outdoor activities (options include 
biking, sailing, canoeing, cross country skiing, 

snowshoeing, orienteering and triathlon). 
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Science 

Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

Science 10 
 
Prerequisite:  Science 9 
Nature of the course: Science 10 is a 
compulsory academic course. In Sci-
ence 8 & 9 students were introduced 
to a large variety of basic science con-
cepts.  In Science 10, students will 
begin to look at this content in more 
detail. Most of the ideas in this course 
will provide the foundation required 
for the senior science courses. The 
content is theoretical and will involve 
lectures, assignments, labs, tests and 
projects. Since this is an academic 
course, students should expect to do 
some homework each night. Students 
should also expect to find the course 
content, interesting and fun. Topics 
include: Lab Safety, Chemistry, Biol-
ogy (Genetics and DNA Structure), 
Physics (Energy) and Astronomy 
(Formation of the Universe).   

Chemistry 11 
 
Prerequisite:  Science 10 and Math 10 
Recommended:  Math 11 
Nature of the course: Chemistry 11 is de-
signed to help students increase their 
knowledge of chemical concepts and to im-
prove their lab skills and techniques needed 
to do proper lab work. An emphasis is 
placed on problem solving, with 50% of the 
course using different mathematical calcula-
tions.  The other 50% of the course is theo-
retical in nature. Classes will include lec-
tures, followed by application of knowledge, 
using problem solving and lab work. This is 
an academic course, with a heavy workload. 
Students should expect to do some home-
work each night. Students should also ex-
pect to find the course content challenging, 
interesting and fun. Topics include: Lab 
Safety, Measurement, The Mole Concept, 
Inorganic Nomenclature, Chemical Reac-
tions, Stoichiometry, Atoms and Molecules 
and Solution Chemistry. 

Earth Sciences 11 

Earth Science 11 is a Science course that 
satisfies the Science 11 graduation require-
ment. Topics explored include: Earth Mate-
rials (rocks and resources), Plate Tectonic 
Theory, Atmospheric Science and Climate, 
Oceanography and the Hydrosphere (the 
influence water has on the weather and cli-
mate) and the Earth within the Solar Sys-
tem.  
.Physics 11 

Through engaging lab activities students 
will explore the fundamental ideas and prin-
ciples that govern how objects move in our 

universe.  A clear understanding of key 
Physics concepts and tools will be empha-

sised.  Students will be challenged to apply 
their understanding during several in-class 

projects.  

 

Psychology 12  
 

Have you ever wondered why we dream? 
Why people behave the way they do?  How 
hypnosis works? Why you forget? Then you 
will love Psychology 12.  Psychology is a 
social science, so it involves elements of the 
humanities and sciences as we investigate 
human behaviour. In Psychology 12 we look 
at the history of  psychology, how we learn, 
memory and thought, motivation, personali-
ty, altered states of  consciousness, stress 
and health and psychological disorders.  This 
is an academic course that will prepare you 
for first year psychology.  We will conduct 
labs, do research and have discussions as to 
why we are the way we are. 
 

Physics 12 

This course is intended to give each student 
the tools necessary to continue their study of 
Physics at a post-secondary level.   Students 
will explore topics that have been selected 
by the BC Ministry of Education and reflect 
the areas usually covered in a university 
level introductory Physics course. 
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Science Grade 11 Grade 12 

Biology 11  (Life Sciences 11 ) 

 
Nature of the course: Life Science 11 is designed to 
help students increase their knowledge of biological 
organisms and concepts. It will also increase their 
knowledge and develop their skills in the proper 
handling and use of the light microscope. It is a 
survey course that touches on a wide range of bio-
logical topics. There are no mathematical calcula-
tions in the course. Classes will include lectures, 
labs and projects. This is an academic course, and 
students should expect to do some homework each 
night. Students should also expect to find the 
course content challenging, interesting and fun. 
Topics include: The Cell and the Characteristics of 
Living Things, the Biochemistry of Photosynthesis 
and Cellular Respiration, DNA, the Theory of Evolu-
tion, Taxonomy and the Classification of Living 
Things, and the 6 Kingdoms: including Viruses, 
Bacteria, Protista, Fungi, Plants and Animals.  

 

Environmental Science 12  
 
In this course students will investigate: 
 

 How human actions affect the quality of water 
and its ability to sustain life 

 How human activities have caused changes in 
the global climate system 

 Sustainable land use to meet the needs of a 
growing population 

 Living sustainably to support the well-being of 
yourself, the community, and the Earth 

 

Biology 12   
(Anatomy and Physiology 12)  
 
 
Prerequisite:  Biology 11 strongly recommended and 
Chemistry 11 is recommended. 
Nature of the course: Anatomy and  Physiology 12 is de-
signed to teach students more information about the cell as 
well as learn some anatomy and physiology of the human 
body. The content is theoretical and will involve lectures, 
labs and projects .There are no mathematical calculations 
in the course. This is an academic course, and students 
should expect to do some homework each night. Students 
should also expect to find the course content challenging, 
interesting and fun. Topics include: Biochemistry of the 
Cell, The Cell , DNA, Cell Membrane, Enzymes, Homeo-
stasis and Organization, and systems of the body, which 
include: Digestive System, Respiratory System, Urinary 
System, Cardiovascular and the Lymphatic System, Nerv-
ous System and the Reproductive System.  

 

 

 

Chemistry 12 

Prerequisite:  Chemistry 11 
 
Recommended:  Math 11 
 
Nature of the course: Chemistry 12 is a more specialized 
course than the general course presented in Chemistry 11. 
An emphasis is placed on problem solving and the different 
theories of chemical principles. Classes will include lec-
tures, followed by application of knowledge, using problem 
solving and lab work. The course is partly mathematical 
and will help students develop higher order thinking skills. 
Students should expect to do some homework each night. 
Students should also expect to find the course content 
challenging, interesting and fun. Topics include: Reaction 
Kinetics, Dynamic Equilibrium, Acids and Bases and Oxi-
dation-Reduction Reactions found in Electrochemistry. 
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Social Studies 

Grade 10 Grade 12  
*At WSS, we will offer all of our senior-level Social Studies 
courses at the Grade 12 level.  These courses fulfill the So-
cial Studies 11 requirement. 

Social Studies 10 
 
Social Studies 10 is designed to develop students’ 
knowledge and understanding of Canada and the 
World throughout the Twentieth Century up to 
the present time. Students will explore competen-
cy themes involving social, political, economic, 
environmental, and geographic patterns. Students 
will develop a deeper appreciation for the impact 
that historical events and Canada’s involvement 
have had on shaping its identity. Students may 
work with a variety of activities, including 
presentations, research and design activities using 
the inquiry process, and individual and collabora-
tive projects.  
Big ideas include: 

 Understanding how global and regional con-
flicts have helped to shape our contemporary 
world and identities 

 Development and structure of political insti-
tutions is influenced by economic, social, 
ideological and geographic factors 

 Worldviews lead to different perspectives 
and ideas about developments in Canadian 
society 

 Discriminatory injustices in Canada and 
globally challenge Canada’s policies of in-
clusion and multiculturalism 

20th Century World History 12 
(History 12) 
 
Prerequisite: Social Studies 10  

Nature of Course: 20th Century World History 12 examines 
the major events and trends of the Twentieth Century. Stu-
dents develop learning competencies around what happened 
and be able to suggest reasons why events unfolded the way 
they did. Students will work with a variety of activities, in-
cluding presentations, reenactments, research and design 
activities using the inquiry process, and individual and col-
laborative projects. Big ideas include: 

 the impacts of nationalism as a uniting or conflict-
causing factor  

 changes in communication and transportation technolo-
gies and connections to changes in personal and national 
identities 

 the rise of new economic and political systems with the 
breakdown of imperialism 

Comparative Cultures 12  (Comparative Civiliza-
tions) 

Explore the mystery of ancient civilizations, from the Sume-
rians and Egyptians, to the Inca, Maya, and Aztec. Topics of 
cultural comparison include the role of value and belief sys-
tems, interactions with the natural environment, food produc-
tion, systems of power, conflict, trade, art, architecture, lan-
guage, science, and technology.  Class activities include 
readings, discussion, computer-based research, and pro-
jects.  Much of the course is supported by informative vide-
os. 
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Social Studies 

Grade 12 

Law Studies 12 

Prerequisite:  Social Studies 11 or  
permission of the instructor 
  
Nature of Course:  Law 12 is based on the observation that “without knowledge of rights, 
no rights truly exist.”  In this course, students survey Canadian law from its origins to 
emerging issues, while engaging in a variety of different activities.  The use of case stud-
ies and original documents helps students to understand that Canadian law is based on a 
small number of basic and logical principles.  Class activities include  discussion, re-
search, oral reports, and projects.   
 
Physical Geography 12(Geography) 

This course examines the interrelationships between humans and the physical environ-
ment. Natural processes and resource use will be examined, both of which have an im-
pact on the landscape and human settlement.  Topics of study include plate tectonics, 
natural disasters, erosion, climate, natural resources, and sustainability.  Class activities 
include readings,  discussion, computer-based research, and projects.  Much of the 
course is supported by 
informative videos. 
 
Human Geography 12(Geography) 

This course examines how human activities affect the landscape and how demographic 
patterns are influenced by the physical features of the planet.  Students will learn about 
urbanization, relationships between natural resources and population settlement, the rela-
tionship between First Peoples and the environment, and global agricultural practices.  
Students will learn how to investigate different perspectives, interpret geographic evi-
dence, and assess how humans and the environment influence one another. 

Social Justice 12 

Social Justice 12 Provides an exceptional learning opportunity for students to analyze sit-
uations from a social justice perspective, building on the desire to discover how to im-
prove life for those who are most in need. The course materials will establish a body 
of information about human rights abuses of various sorts and the skills to assess the 
ways in which they can be combated. The aim is to motivate and empower students to 
think and act ethically, and to realize their own capacity, individually or working with 
others, to effect positive change fro a socially just world. We will examine examples 
from Canada and throughout the world, to gain a sense of the type of issues involved 
and ways that have been found to implement strategies to address them. Examples 
will include discrimination and persecution of individuals and groups due to age, gen-
der, race, class, sexual orientation, religion, disability, socioeconomic status and politi-
cal beliefs. Students will be encouraged to examine their own beliefs and values and 
gain a better understanding of those of others, through reflection, discussion, and criti-
cal analysis. Plans for the course include field trips, documentary films, guest speak-
ers, debates, and role plays, culminating in a student-created and implemented plan 
for action on a selected local, national or international social justice issue. 
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Academies, Leadership and Peer Tutoring 

 Grades 10-12  

Aboriginal Leadership 
 
Aboriginal Leadership provides 
students with leadership experi-
ence in and out of school by 
providing local and global citi-
zenship opportunities. This 
course emphasizes the under-
standing of First Nations culture, 
history and language as well as  
learning the history of Canada.  
It will enable the development 
of well-rounded individuals with 
a sense of belonging, cultural 
understanding, and community 
connections.  This can be a 2 or 
4 credit course.  
(Outside the timetable) 
  
Hockey Academy 
 

(could happen in either or 
both semesters, 4 credits) 
Application and extra fees apply. 
The Hockey Academy is a Program 
of Choice that is integrated into the 
student’s current school timetable. 
A specialist teacher along with pro-
fessional on ice and off ice instruc-
tors work closely with students 
providing on ice bio-mechanic 
(technical) instruction, sport specific 
off ice conditioning, tactical game 
play, leadership and personal/
social responsibility. 
Open to all levels and abilities. 
 

Soccer Academy 
Application and extra fees apply. 
The Soccer Academy is a Program 
of Choice that is integrated into the 
student’s current school timetable. 
A specialist teacher and profession-
ally licensed coaches work closely 
with students to provide a holistic 
learning experience. In addition to a 
balance of sport-specific training 
and conditioning, the content co-
vers nutrition, sports psychology, 
tactical awareness, leadership and 
social responsibility. As a student in 
Soccer Academy, you will be ex-
pected to take ownership of your 
personal development, while fitting 
into a unique team of peers. 

Athletic Leadership   
 

Prerequisite:  Grade 11 – 12 student 
interest in the athletics community at 
WSS (2 or 4 credits)  
 
Course Synopsis: This course will 
provide students with opportunities to 
contribute to school and community 
events through a variety of leadership 
projects/activities focusing on athletic 
endeavors but not restricted to. Stu-
dents will learn leadership styles and 
skills to include time management, 
event planning/marketing, problem 
solving/decision making, communica-
tion skills, stress management, and 
collaboration.  
 
Rationale: Whistler  Secondary’s 
Athletic Program is a vibrant compo-
nent of the educational experience at 
Whistler Secondary for its student 
community. Through Athletic Leader-
ship, students provide support to extra
-curricular teams through mentoring 
and facilitating. They also lend sup-
port to a variety of school wide events 
such as pep rallies, spirit day, home 
games and the Athletic Recognition 
Banquet. 
 
(Outside the timetable) 
  

PEER TUTORING 
  
Peer Tutoring is a locally 
developed course for stu-
dents (generally Gr 10-
12) who are interested in 
providing classroom as-
sistance for classes at 
WSS. 
Interested students must 
be committed to spend-
ing one of their blocks to 
being a  
classroom tutor, leader, 
and helper.  You will be 
responsible for providing 
assistance to students and 
teachers.   
 
-Apply for the program 

through your coun-
sellor and your 
course selection 
form. 

-A Sponsor teacher as-
sessment form will be 
completed by the teacher 
whose class you tutored.  

2019/20 Course Selection  Pg. 25 



Outdoor Leadership 

Grade 11/12 

 
 

Outdoor Education 12 
 
Application Requirements: Completed application package + positive recommenda-
tion from two Teachers. 
 
Nature of the Course: The Outdoor Recreation and Leadership program facilitates 

self-discovery and social development. We strive to take time to appreciate our natural en-

vironment in BC by connecting with the land and the communities dependent upon it.  

Through adventure education, we may challenge students and groups while developing 

leadership skills and an understanding of self.   We strive to nurture active and compas-

sionate participants within the community. 

This course is based on the understanding that people learn best when they are actively 
involved. While students work on “hard” outdoor skills, the primary concern will be for the 
development of leadership techniques and an understanding of the responsibilities and 
privileges of leadership practiced in an outdoor environment. The course is normally of-
fered in a semester format which requires that students have a continuous blocking of 
three blocks out of the four possible in the semester timetable. This would allow students 
to take another four credit course while taking the ORL Academy Program. Successful 
completion of this course will entitle students to preferential consideration for entry into 
Capilano University’s Mountain Leadership Institute or Outdoor Recreational Leadership 
Management Program or Thompson River University's Adventure Tourism Program. Out-
door Recreational Leadership is offered concurrently with Geography 12. Again, concur-
rent courses would be determined to meet the best needs of the students involved. Lead-
ership 11 and 12 would also be offered. Participants should be fit and committed to devel-
oping their personal skills: they should enjoy spending time in the outdoor classroom. 
 
Special Note: Students hoping to take ORL should select the program and select 
whatever courses they would like to have in the “D” block (extra block) option. Students 
should also have a back-up course selection in case they are not successful in their appli-
cation to the ORL program and this should be noted on their course selection. 
 
Note: Not all students are successful in their application for this program. Further, 
student progress in the semester preceding the ORL semester will be monitored to 
determine if ORL is the correct fit for the applicant. Some ORL activities take place 
outside normal school hours. 
Course Fees: $600.00 
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Academies and Portfolios 

Grade 11 Grade 12 

Portfolio 11 
 

This course is an experiential program of learning 
that is driven by your desire for practical skills in a 
particular area, interests/passions and plans for post
-secondary education and/or careers.  
Universities and employers are now looking at ‘Non 
Academic Qualities’ when selecting students for 
competitive programs/jobs. Student Portfolios are 
evaluated using the following categories: leadership, 
elite athletic ability, service ethic, capacity to work 
with others, diversity of experience, unique skills 
outside academic courses and high performance in 
an area of human endeavor.  
Activities that demonstrate significant levels of re-
sponsibilities, initiative, and commitment are highly 
regarded when distinguishing the best applicants.  
Build something amazing (solar car) 
Make Music – record music / create/ practice 

 Create a Film 

 Use Electronics 

 Publish a Podcast 

 Create a school/community initiative 

 Achieve a personal goal 

 Conduct research or a scientific experiment 
 
This course is available to self-motivated students 
who wish to rigorously pursue a passion or project 
that doesn’t currently fit into other courses offered 
at WSS. 
Students will be asked to submit a proposal of their 
project prior to the start of the course, and commit 
to regular evaluation of their productivity and learn-
ing. Although project progression will largely be self-
managed by the student, support structures and 
assistance will be offered with the aim of providing 
students with a meaningful experience, and an op-
portunity to reflect, revise and present their projects 
regularly. 

Portfolio 12 
 

This course is an experiential program of learning that is 
driven by your desire for practical skills in a particular 
area, interests/passions and plans for post-secondary 
education and/or careers.  
Universities and employers are now looking at ‘Non Aca-
demic Qualities’ when selecting students for competitive 
programs/jobs. Student Portfolios are evaluated using 
the following categories: leadership, elite athletic ability, 
service ethic, capacity to work with others, diversity of 
experience, unique skills outside academic courses and 
high performance in an area of human endeavor.  
Activities that demonstrate significant levels of responsi-
bilities, initiative, and commitment are highly regarded 
when distinguishing the best applicants.  
Build something amazing (solar car) 
Make Music – record music / create/ practice 

 Create a Film 

 Use Electronics 

 Publish a Podcast 

 Create a school/community initiative 

 Achieve a personal goal 

 Conduct research or a scientific experiment 
 
This course is available to self-motivated students who 
wish to rigorously pursue a passion or project that 
doesn’t currently fit into other courses offered at WSS. 
Students will be asked to submit a proposal of their pro-
ject prior to the start of the course, and commit to regu-
lar evaluation of their productivity and learning. Although 
project progression will largely be self-managed by the 
student, support structures and assistance will be offered 
with the aim of providing students with a meaningful 
experience, and an opportunity to reflect, revise and pre-
sent their projects regularly. 
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