
 

 

 

Dates to Remember 

 

October 8 – Thanksgiving Day -No Classes 

 

October 11—Early Dismissal 1:55 pm— 

         Parent/Teacher  Conferences 

 

October 12—Readers/Writers Festival 
 

October 18—WE Day 

  

October 19 -  Provincial Pro D—No classes  

 

October 25—Photo Retakes  

 

October 26-28—Model UN 

 

October 29 —PAC Meeting 6:00 pm 

 

November 2—Curriculum Implementation      

           Day—No School  

 

November 4—Daylight Saving Time Ends 

 

Nov 5 —Post-Secondary Institutes visit  

 9:45 am  

 

November 12—Remembrance Day  — 

             No Classes 

 

November 16—Report Cards Issued 

 

November 20—Grade 9 Immunizations 

 

November 20/21—Grad Photos 

 

November 23— Next Newsletter 

Whistler Secondary —A Community School 

Web: sd48whistlersecondary.org 
Emails: wss.sd48.bc.ca  

Staff Emails : first letter of first name, last name 

@sd48.bc.ca 

 

Principal’s Message 
 
 

Dear Whistler Secondary School Families, 
  
What a wonderful start to the new school year we have had here at WSS this Septem-
ber. 
 
Big thanks to our PAC, Parents & Staff who hosted and attended a very inviting Wel-
come Back BBQ.  We appreciate everyone’s time coming out in the evening to meet 
each other and to start building the ever-important relationship between Students, Home 
& School.  To continue building this relationship we hope you will join us on October 11th 
from 2:30 to 6:30 for our Parent-Student-Teacher Conferences.  If you have not yet 
requested meetings, please email Ann Robson at arobson@sd48.bc.ca to book yours. 
 
More thanks to our Counsellors, Ms. Hanbury & Ms. Smart for working with all our stu-
dents to create the best possible timetable to meet their graduation requirements suc-
cessfully as well as opportunities for each student to explore their personal inter-
ests.  More information for parents on October 25th, 5pm. 
 
Thanks to all the Grad Parents & Grads of 2019 for attending the first planning session 
on Sept. 27th.  It was encouraging to see so many of you here, willing to get involved to 
support our grads with the event planning and fundraising needed to host all the big 
celebrations to come at the end of this school year.   
 
Thanks and appreciation go out to our Aboriginal Leadership Class and our local elders 
Tanina & Martina for leading our Orange Shirt Day Assembly.  This annual event is an 
important reminder for all Canadians, that EVERY CHILD MATTERS and is an oppor-
tunity for First Nations, schools and communities to come together in the spirit of recon-
ciliation http://www.orangeshirtday.org/  
 
Thanks also to the PAC & Parents (more than 90 of you!) who volunteer on a weekly 
basis, to prepare and sell lunch daily, to our entire student body of 501 students this 
year.  In my 11+ years as a School Administrator, I have never seen such a dedicated 
and organized community of volunteers put the needs of the youth in the community at 
the foreground.  Your time and commitment are greatly appreciated. 
 
Thanks to our Leadership Students, Mr. Hall & the entire WSS Staff for hosting a fun, 
BRIGHT and active Terry Fox Run for the entire school community.  A well-organized 
and successful fundraiser for all. 
 
Ms. Hart and I met with each grade this past month to officially welcome each and every 
student to WSS, to remind students of all the adults in the building who care about their 
well-being, who are here to support them if and when they might need it, and to gather 
student opinions on life here at WSS so far.  We also reminded ourselves that in order to 
work successfully and have fun together, we (all 550+ students, staff and parents) will 
require just 2 things in our shared WSS space: SAFETY & RESPECT. 

 
Thanks for continuing to send us your kids on time, reminding them to sign in when they 
are late and for letting us know when they are going to be absent.  Your cooperation in 
keeping our students safe is our top priority.  I wish everyone a relaxing and safe 
Thanksgiving long weekend and thank YOU for sending us here at WSS, your very best! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Robin L. Kirk 
 
Robin L. Kirk – Principal WSS 

THE STORM REPORT 
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Who to Contact at WSS 

It can be confusing knowing who to contact at the 

High School as there are many more departments 

and contacts needed to make sure everything runs 

smoothly.  If in doubt, you can always phone the 

school at 905-2581 and leave a message in the 

general mailbox and we will make sure the message 

gets to where it needs to go. However, if you wish 

to e-mail a department directly, the following 

is a list of departmental e-mails. 
 
Principal:      Robin Kirk  rkirk@sd48.bc.ca  
 
Vice-Principal:  
          Diane Hart    dhart@sd48.bc.ca 
  
General Enquiries:   
           Ann Robson arobson@sd48.bc.ca  
 
Attendance:   Ann Robson arobson@sd48.bc.ca 
           Dausha Dudley ddudley@sd48.bc.ca  
 
Counselling: Clare Hanbury  chanbury@sd48.bc.ca  
                        Lisa Smart        lsmart@sd48.bc.ca 
(includes Course Planning, Student Timetabling,  
Graduation Requirements, Scholarships) 
 

French Programs:   
   Emily Campbell ecampbell@sd48.bc.ca 
 
Library:  Brenda Norrie bnorrie@sd48.bc.ca     
  
On-Line Studies:   
    Emma Mullings emullings@sd48.bc.ca 
    
 
High Performance Athletes:   

 Georgina Titus gtitus@sd48.bc.ca 
  
       
 
Leadership Teams:  first initial of first name, 
followed by last name @sd48.bc.ca  

 Student Services - Alison Williams/ 
    Dori Faulkner 

 Athletic Director –Katrina Chevrette 

 Math - Katherine Colpitts   

 Humanities - Cindy Street 
 Science—Vicki Kerr 
 PE –Pete Train  

 French Immersion & French—Emily Campbell 

 Grade 8—Heather Sallows 
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Post-Secondary Representatives coming to WSS  
On Friday, November 5th, representatives from many different post-secondary 

institutes will be at WSS in the MPR.  Grade 11 and 12 students will be released 

from their classes from 9:42-(12’s) and 9:50-(11’s) so they can visit the MPR and 

get information about those post-secondary institutes.  If your son or daughter 

does not have a class during that time, it would be good for them to be here to 

have access to that information.  Although this may change slightly, at this point the following schools 

are planning to be here. 

Quest* Thompson Rivers* Corpus Christie* Capilano* SFU* Langara* Uvic* Vancouver Island* UNBC* 

Trinity Western, Nicola Valley, Farleigh Dickenson, and the Armed Forces-Royal Military College, UBC, 

Kwantlan, VCC and Douglas College. 

Yearbooks are on sale for $45.  No inflation! 

Don’t forget about special icons for purchase.  These are embossed on 

the cover.  

Staffers are super excited to create a unique & special yearbook. 

          Don’t miss out.  Get yours now because we sold out last year.  
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Learn more about Grad Requirements, Post-Secondary & Scholarships 
 

Our Counselling Team will be hosting a meeting on Oct 25th, 5:00 pm 

for parents and students who want to learn more about graduation re-

quirements, post-secondary considerations and scholarships/

financial aid.  Students and parents from all grades are welcome to 

come to the meeting, but we will focus on the graduation requirements for the 

Grads of 2019 (the program has changed for the following year). 

 
Please continue to check your emails for important updates from us in the coming months.  

 

Lisa Smart and Clare Hanbury 

Counselling Team  

Career Resources 

  

Thank you to the PAC for helping to plan and sponsor  

Career Day, October 18th at WSS  

This event is designed to provide an opportunity for grads to hear from communi-

ty members in a variety of occupations so that they may be able to learn about 

potential careers of interest, connect and ask questions to help with career deci-

sion making.  

  

In November,  

Parents are  

welcome to the  

following event:  
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On October 18th  WSS students will take part in WE Day. We Day 

celebrates the youth movement for local and global change.  

Free The Children’s annual event, We Day is the largest event of 

its kind, bringing together tens of thousands of youth and educa-

tors with celebrities, musicians and heroes sharing their inspira-

tional stories. For more info, check out http://www.weday.com/

we-day-events/we-day-cities/vancouver/.  Students who wish to 

apply for this, please listen to the announcement for application forms. 

Some grade 12 students have not yet paid their $100 textbook deposit for 
their grad year.  This is a requirement that allows them to take out all text-
books/library resources needed for their courses for the year.  It is refund-
ed upon return of all items in good condition, at the end of the year.  
Emails will be sent to those parents/guardians of students who have not 
paid, reminding them of this requirement shortly. 

WSS Math Team Fundraiser 
  
In April 2019, Whistler Secondary School is sending 6 students to the University of 
Waterloo in Waterloo Ontario, to participate in the Centre of Education in Math Team con-
test. Building on our success from last year, our students will be competing against students 
from all over the world. During the 3 hour contest, WSS students will work on relay questions, 
team problems, and an individual challenge.  
  
Our Math Team is fundraising to compete in this event. Your support will help us pay for travel 
and hotel expenses for our 3 day journey. We have partnered with Two Rivers Specialty Meats 
to offer competitive pricing on local meat. We will earn 15% cash from all online orders sub-
mitted through our campaign. 
  
Our online campaign will accept orders until Monday, October 15th with the frozen meat avail-
able for pick up on Tuesday, October 30th , from 3-4:30pm. You can access the order form by 
following this link: https://tworiversmeats.ca/fundraiser/whistler-math-team-fundraiser/ 
We sincerely appreciate your participation in this fundraiser. Thank you! 
  
Katherine Colpitts BSc., BEd., MET 
Teacher, Whistler Secondary School 
www.mrscolpittswss.weebly.com 

http://www.weday.com/we-day-events/we-day-cities/vancouver/
http://www.weday.com/we-day-events/we-day-cities/vancouver/
https://tworiversmeats.ca/fundraiser/whistler-math-team-fundraiser/
http://www.mrscolpittswss.weebly.com
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Mental health is coping with the normal (and inevitable) stressors of life, realizing our potential, and 

making a contribution to community.  It means feeling healthy and maintaining balance in work/school 

and relationships in order to avoid serious mental illness.   

 

When should you be concerned about your mental health? It is normal to feel nervous, worried, or sad at 

different times.  Anxiety can be helpful when it motivates us or warns us from danger.  Mood changes 

occur when different events happen in our lives, but they don’t usually last long.  When things like anxi-

ety or sadness are stopping us from getting through day to day life for an extended time, we may be suf-

fering from a mental illness. 

 

There are other issues besides anxiety and depression that, when severe, can be classified as a mental 

illness.  Eating disorders, complicated grief, anger issues and addiction are also serious issues for which 

you should seek help from a professional. 

 

We have support available at Whistler Secondary for all of our students.  If a student is concerned about 

his or her mental health or just wants to talk to someone about these issues, Mr. Titus and Ms. Hanbury 

are available to help.  They can offer direct support or offer a referral to a mental health or addictions 

counsellor within the school.  Sometimes students are more comfortable talking with their teachers who 

can also let them know about the services available.  Students should know that they do not need to share 

any personal information when asking for a referral and their parents do not need to be contacted unless 

there is a threat of harm to them or someone else.   

 

If you are concerned about your child, you may also want to do an intake meeting with the staff at Child 

and Youth Mental Health.  The staff have weekly drop-in intake times on Wednesdays from 1:00-3:30 

and Thursdays from 9-11:30am at their Pemberton office (205-1366 Aster Street).  Sometimes they can 

do intake meetings at the school as well.   Vancouver Coastal Health in Whistler also offers some free 

counselling services.  You can call their office at 604-698-6455 for more information. 

 

For more information about mental health, the following sites are helpful: 

 

Anxiety BC - https://www.anxietybc.com/ 

Canadian Mental Health Association - https://cmha.ca/ 

Teen Mental Health -  http://teenmentalhealth.org/ 

Every day after school. New time 
this year from 3:15 pm—4:15 pm in 

room 206. 
For supervised independent work 

study. 

https://www.anxietybc.com/
https://cmha.ca/
http://teenmentalhealth.org/
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Fall SPORTS News Letter 2018 
 
This year’s fall sports season is off to a great start, 

with our athletic leadership students getting trained 

up by attending a Coaching Clinique, a Volleyball Ref-

eree Clinique and getting certified in emergency first 

aid. This year’s crew of athletic leadership students 

are dedicated and excited to promote and facilitate 

the Sports Program here at WSS. With a growing 

school, this is the first year WSS 

will have 2 girls volleyball teams, for 

each grade level.  

 

Coaching the grade 8 girls’ volley-

ball team we have Nevada Knapton, Molly Long, Han-

nah McKenzie and Sophia Chalk.  

Coaching the grade 9 girls’ volleyball team we have 

Jade Eberhard, Jen Lafreniere, Racheal Unruh, 

Jerita Mingotti, Sam Deally and Gian Tonganon.  

Coaching the grade 10 girls’ volleyball team we have 

Steph Raymond who lives in the community and has 

been playing volleyball since high school. With assistant 

coaches, Kaitlyn Hill and Erin Wilson.  

Coaching the blue senior girls’ volleyball team is Kris-

ten Lowe and coaching the gold senior girls’ volleyball 

team is Andrew Long, managed by Gina Mollicone-Long. 

Both coaches are returning, they have been helping 

build our volleyball program at WSS for quite some 

time now.  

All volleyball teams will compete in the Sea to Sky 

League and the senior gold volleyball team will compete 

in the Sea to Sky League as well as the North Shore 

league.  

 

Cross country is coached my Diana De Man, 

who is an avid runner. She has been coaching 

for many years and we are very lucky to have 

her as one of our coaches so she can pass down her 

knowledge to our athletes. The cross-country team 

would like to thank the PAC for funding their new 

uniforms this year, “we will really look like a team now.”  

 

We also have a senior boys soccer team 

coached by Chris Knight. They will play a cou-

ple of exhibition games against Pemberton and 

Squamish before they try to make their way into zones.  

 

Golf is being coached by our very own 

Robyn Akehurst. This club is growing so 

fast that we had to make a senior and jun-

ior team this year. The golf club will be having a fund-

raiser night at Creekbread on Nov. 29th to help raise 

money for our first WSS Storm Golf Tournament, 

which will be held in the spring, more details will come 

out closer to the event. If you want to get involved 

please email Robyn at: rakehurst@sd48.bc.ca  

 

Finally, we have a grade 8/9 boys rugby 

team coached by our very own Peter 

Train and Renee Gowdy, with many com-

munity members helping out as well. This 

team is building and learning the fundamental skills and 

knowledge required to play the sport of rugby. They 

will have a couple of exhibition games against St. 

Georges, with two home games on Oct. 16 and Oct. 

23 starting at 2:00, all are welcomed to come out to 

support the rugby team. The rugby team would also 

want to say thank you to the PAC for funding their 

rugby uniforms.  

 

Please look at our Sports Calendar: https://

teamup.com/ks3ru56qvx3uq11ix1 for all sport events 

at WSS. You can also download the teamup app to get 

the calendar on your phone. The code is: 

ks3ru56qvx3uq11ix1 or you can visit the school website 

and the link is on there.  

We would also like to acknowledge all of our parent 

supervisors. Without you the athletic leadership stu-

dents would not be allowed to coach. Thank you Jodie 

Schunselaar, Lee Erickson, Louise Tomcheck, Penny 

McLeod, Steve McCullough and Susan Hamersley!  

We will also always need parent drivers to bring our 

teams to and from games so please get involved and 

support WSS athletics!  

 

We wish all teams the best of luck and hope they have 

an outstanding season! 

 

Sincerely, 

your Athletic Director,  

Katrina Chevrette  

mailto:rakehurst@sd48.bc.ca
https://teamup.com/ks3ru56qvx3uq11ix1
https://teamup.com/ks3ru56qvx3uq11ix1
https://teamup.com/ks3ru56qvx3uq11ix1
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Nevada Knapton & Molly Long @ 
Cross Country Running Meet 

GOLF PHOTOS:... 
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