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Dear Parents and Students:
Welcome to course selection at Whistler Secondary School!
We endeavor to offer a wide variety of program options to our students. In an effort to provide these options, we require all students enroll in a full compliment of courses (minimum 8 courses) while at WSS.
Our belief is this provides students with an opportunity to explore various learning options and interests,
better prepares students for broad-based entrance requirements for post-secondary schools, allows for a
broader range of scholarships and awards opportunities, and affords increased programming options at
WSS.
Please take time to become familiar with the courses and processes with your child. Designing your learning plan should include a variety of programming options.
Should you have any questions regarding course planning please do not hesitate to call our school counselor, Mr. Kevin Titus at (604) 905-2581.

Course Planning and
Offerings
Course offerings (for elective courses) are based on the
selections made by students. Courses will be offered on the
basis of sufficient enrollment.
We encourage parents to be involved in their son/daughter’s
course planning and welcome contact with parents who have
questions or concerns.
Provincial examinations are mandatory for the Graduation Program:
Math 10 = 20% SS 11 = 20%
Eng 10 = 20%
Sc 10 = 20%

Eng 12 = 40%
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COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS
TO CONSIDER WHEN PLANNING YOUR
COURSES
How many courses should I take each school year? All
students are required to take 8 courses per school year.
Can I take Online Courses? While online courses are an
op on, students should consult with administra on/
counselor before enrolling in an online program. Factors including course availability, prior learning success with online courses, specifically iden fied learning inten ons, postsecondary considera ons, and the overall experience of comple ng an online course is
something that should be measured before enrolling.
When should I choose my elec ve (Selected Studies) courses? You should choose your Selected Studies courses only a er considering what your past achievement has been, what
career path you would like to follow, and what advice has been given by counselors,
teachers and parents.
How do I find out about post secondary ins tu ons' entrance requirements? The best
place to go is to the website of each university. Some calendars outlining detailed requirements for specific programs are available from the counselor. All students should research their chosen fields of study and make themselves aware of these entrance requirements, and plan their courses at WSS accordingly. You can get post secondary calendars
at www.pas.bc.ca.
How do I know what high school courses are required for post secondary entrance? The
requirements vary for each ins tu on and program of study, but there are some standard
requirements listed in the calendars. Be sure and find out what these are early and take
the appropriate courses. For example, Physics 11 and Chemistry 11 are required courses
for science programs at university, and French 11 or an equivalent language is required
for entrance into most programs at the province's big three universi es. (Simon Fraser
University - Beginners Language, University of Bri sh Columbia, University of Victoria)
You can get more informa on from www.educa onplanner.ca.
What do I have to do to earn the $1000 provincial exam scholarship. You need to score a B
on your English 12 exam , pass all the other 4 provincial exams, and have a combined
mark in the 5 provincial exams that is in the top 5000 in the province
What if I want to change my metable a er I've already selected my courses? If you wish to
change your metable before school begins the following September, please make an appointment with the counsellor who will try and help fulfill your request. If you want to
make changes a er the term has begun you must make sure you have an educa onally
sound reason, and discuss this with the counsellor and your parent/guardian.
How does the school decide what elec ves to oﬀer? All elec ves (Selected Studies) courses
are oﬀered based on student demand and teaching me available within our school metable.
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EARNING ADDITONAL CREDITS IN THE GRADUATION PROGRAM
Students may be able to obtain high school credit in the
following ways. For more informa on please contact our school
counsellor, Mr. Titus.

EQUIVALENCY
Course equivalency is the process of receiving credit, based on documentaon which indicated the student has achieved the learning outcomes for an
approved grade 11 or grade 12 course outside of the BC school system.
Common situa ons may involve students who have moved from another
province or country, or who have creden als from an out of school program
that school boards or the Ministry have deemed equivalent.

INDEPENDENT – DIRECTED STUDIES (IDS)
Independent-Directed Studies (IDS) allows students to ini ate, develop and
complete their own courses under the supervision of a teacher. An IDS
course must be based upon the learning outcomes of a Ministry-Authorized
or Board/Authority Authorized course. Students may get one, two, three or
four credits at the grade 10, 11 or 12 level.

EXTERNAL COURSES
An External Course is an organized set of learning ac vi es that is developed
or oﬀered outside the BC School System. Students may earn credit for successfully comple ng an External Course approved by the Ministry. For example – a student who has completed their Grade 8 Piano through the Royal
Conservatory of Music could receive credit for Music 12. The ministry has
supplied a list of the External Youth Development Course, Sports Programs,
Music Courses, and Industrial and Occupa onal Courses that will be recognized for Grade 11 or 12 credit. The
counsellor has a complete list of all Ministry approved External Courses.

CHALLENGE
If documenta on is not available to do an equivalency review, it is appropriate for a student to challenge a course. If a student has not taken the
course, but feels that they can challenge the learning outcomes then they
may go through the challenge process. There is no cost to challenge a
course. If you would like to challenge a grade 11 or 12 language course, you
must start the applica on process in October and the actual exam is in Delta
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SPECIAL PROGRAMS
LEARNING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
1. Learning Assistance provides help to students who have minor to moderate diﬃcul es in learning.

Students who are iden fied for Learning Assistance may receive support in two ways. They may
have the help of a teaching assistant within an integrated classroom and work on a program that has
been adapted to help them meet the learning outcomes of the course. Alterna vely, students may
receive Learning Assistance in the form of a nonintegrated block where they may get extra me and
help with their coursework from a teacher and/or teaching assistant. In this case, small groups can
be targeted for reinforcement of par cular concepts, and/or coaching in study habits that might help
students achieve more eﬀec vely.
2. Student Services provides help for students who have moderate to severe difficulties in
learning. Upon recommendation of the Special Education Team, a student may be assigned to an
adapted or modified program and supported in two ways. Students receiving Student
Services may get help in their integrated class on a modified program with full or part-time teaching
assistant support. Alternatively, students may receive intensive remediation in literacy and basic numeracy, as well as instruction in study habits and skills for school success.

PEER TUTORING
Peer Tutoring is a locally developed course for senior students (Gr. 11 or 12) who are interested
in providing classroom assistance for junior classes at WSS.
Interested students must be committed to spending one of their blocks to being a
classroom tutor. They will be responsible for providing assistance to students and teachers.
There are 5 components to the Peer Tutoring Program which must be
completed to receive credit:
Apply for the program through your counsellor and your course selection form.
Attend the training sessions which will prepare you for tutoring responsibilities.
Each tutor will keep a Day Book or Log of classes outlining the daily duties performed as a
Peer Tutor.
A Sponsor teacher assessment form will be completed by the teacher whose class you tutored.
At the end of the quarter, a reflective essay and a project (which is determined during training
sessions) will be completed.
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What You Need to Graduate
The Graduation Requirements Grades 10 – 12
You will be working towards 80 credits (equivalent to 20 four-credit courses) r equir ed for gr aduation.

48 credits are required courses, including:
Language Arts 10 (English)

4 credits

Language Arts 11 (English 11 or Communications 11
Language Arts 12 (English 12 or Communications 12

4 credits
4 credits

Social Studies 10

4 credits

Social Studies 11, Canadian Civics 11 or BC First Nations Studies 12

4 credits

Science 10

4 credits

Science 11 or 12 (Biology/Chemistry/Earth Sciences/Physics)

4 credits

Mathematics 10 (Foundations and Pre-calculus or Apprenticeship and
Workplace)
Mathematics 11 (Pre-calculus or Foundations or Apprenticeship and
Workplace)
Physical Education 10

4 credits

4 credits

Fine Arts or Applied Skills 10, or 11 or 12

4 credits

Planning 10

4 credits

Graduation Transition

4 credits

7 Elective Courses (10,11 or 12)

28 credits

4 credits

You must have a minimum of 16 credits at the Grade 12 level including Language Arts 12 (English or Communications). All ministryauthorized and board/authority approved courses count.
80 credits
Total
Important Information
Government exams will be required for English 10, Science 10, Math 10, Social Studies 11, and English
12 or Communications 12.
Be careful when you drop a course late in the school year – it could be the one you need to graduate.
Don’t forget that post-secondary institutions often require you to complete specific courses to get into
certain programs. Careful planning in Grades 10, 11 and 12 will ensure you have all the courses and
credits you need.
Planning 10 (4 credits)
The aim of Planning 10 is to enable students to develop the skills they need to become self-directed individuals who set goals, make thoughtful decisions, and take responsibility for pursuing their goals
throughout life.
Planning 10 provides opportunities for students to plan for successful completion of the Graduation Program.
To explore a wide range of career and post-secondary education and career options.
To think critically about health issues and decisions.
To develop financial literacy skills.
Plan the actions required to pursue post-secondary destinations and career paths.
Students will be introduced to the Graduation Transition in Planning 10 and it will be completed by the
end of grade 12.
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POST SECONDARY INFORMATION
In planning courses for Grade 11 and Grade 12, you should have some goal(s) in mind for con nuing your training or educa on. Below you will find informa on listed on some of the post-secondary ins tu ons in our province. For more detailed informa on, please drop into the Counselling Area.
UNIVERSITIES
There are many public universi es in B. C. –the larger ones are Simon Fraser University, University of Bri sh Columbia, University of Victoria, University of Northern Bri sh Columbia, Thompson River University, and UBCOkanagan
Generally, admission is based on a percentage that is calculated on English 12 + 3 academic Grade 12
subjects (some out of province schools may require 4 others)
The actual percentage required to secure a place in the 2015-16 school year varied between low 90’s for some
programs at UBC to low 60’s for some of the smaller schools. Students are advised that entrance standards vary
among universi es and that these standards are subject to change without no ce. Checking these requirements
with your chosen ins tu on is essen al.
The general requirements for Post Secondary admission includes the following:
English 11
English 12
Social Studies 11
Foundations or Pre-calculus Math
Foreign language 11(for some)
a Science 11 (Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Esc)
3 academic Grade 12 subjects
Science majors will require Pre-Calculus Math 12, Chemistry 11 and Physics 11,
plus usually 2 science 12’s
Arts majors should have French 12, and for some programs, Math 12.
Academic Grade “12” subjects that may be oﬀered at Whistler Secondary:
Math 12
English 12
Literature 12
Chemistry 12
Biology 12
Physics 12
Wri ng 12 (accepted at TRU & UNBC)
History 12
Compara ve Civiliza on 12 (accepted at UVic, SFU, UNBC & TRU)

Geography 12
French 12
Law 12

COMMUNITY COLLEGES
From voca onal to university transfer, Community Colleges oﬀer many types of programs. Mature students can
complete high school or high school equivalency and all students can enter either
diploma or cer ficate programs, ranging in length from 2 months to 2 years. Students can also take 1st and 2nd
year University Transfer courses.
Tui on fees at Community Colleges are generally less expensive than at Universi es. Some
programs are available at all community colleges in B. C. and other programs are only oﬀered at one or more of
the colleges.
B.C. INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
B.C.I.T. oﬀers a variety of two-year technology programs in Business, Engineering and Health as well as 4 year
degree gran ng programs. These programs are only open to graduates who meet the specific
prerequisites. Students should consult the B.C.I.T. schedule of prerequisites. As well, B.C.I.T. oﬀers a wide range
of Trades Training Programs. They vary in length and some programs only require comple on of grade 10. Aircra Maintenance, Appliance Repair, Cook Training, and Forestry Crew Person are examples of some of the specific programs that are available. For more informa on consult the B.C.I.T. calendar in the counselling area.
APPRENTICESHIP AND EMPLOYMENT TRAINING PROGRAMS
Appren ceship and trades training opportuni es are available while you are in high school. Consult with Mr.
Titus, the Career Program Coordinator, at our school. Visit the Appren ceship and Employment Training counsellors at their oﬃces in the Lower Mainland. Many trades require further training before you can start working.
The appren ceship programs provide you with the opportunity to acquire these skills in over 175 diﬀerent types
of trades.
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SAMPLE MARK AVERAGES REQUIRED TO BE ACCEPTED
AT
POST-SECONDARY INSTITUTIONS
These were the averages a student would need to have, to be accepted into several
of the faculties at the three main universities in B.C. in September 2014. The
marks are usually calculated on the student’s best four academic grade 12 course
marks (however there are some exceptions). These averages may change slightly
every year and may be different if a student is planning on attending a school in
an area other than B.C. They are only meant to be used as a guideline.
UBC
Applied Science
Arts
Commerce
Forestry
UVIC
Humanities
Social Science
Science

high 80’s
mid to high 80’s
high 80’s
mid to high 70’s

high 70’s
high 70’s
low 80’s

Human Kinetics mid to high 80’s
Nursing
high 80’s
Natural Resources mid to high 70’s
Science
mid 80’s to low 90’s
(Mid 80’s would need personal profile)
Engineering
Commerce
Fine Arts

high 80’s
low 80’s
low 80’s

Computing Science
Engineering
Kinesiology

high 80’s
low 90’s
mid 80’s

SFU
Arts
low 80’s
Business Administration high 80’s
Science
low 80’s

UBC-Okanagan
Arts
Science
Visual Arts
Nursing

mid to high 70’s
mid to high 70’s
high 60’s + portfolio
mid to high 80’s
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MINIMUM ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS FOR VARIOUS
POST-SECONDARY INSTITUTIONS IN BC
Each program will have different requirements
UBC

UVIC

English 11
Socials 11
F of Math 12
Or Pre Calc 11
Science 11
Language 11

same as UBC
same as UBC
only those grade
except don’t
but will accept
11 courses
need language 11
Beginner’s
required for
for many of their
Language 11
graduation
programs
-accept F of math 11
-accept F of Math 11

English 12
plus 3 of
Biology 12
Chemistry 12
Eng Lit 12
French 12
Geography 12
History 12
F or PC Math 12
Physics 12
Calc 12 and Law 12

will also accept
accept CCN 12
-Comparative
Civilization 12
-B of Fine Arts
will accept an FA 12
as a 4th grade 12
subject
-Law 12

University Transfer at
Capilano University

only those grade 11
courses required for
graduation

English 12
plus three others
from UBC’s list
of academic 12,s
as well as
Comparative
Civilizations 12
and
Law 12
and
Writing 12 (min 60%)

SFU

Emily Carr
Institute of Art

-English 12 (min- C)
-two other provincially
examinable courses

-Visual/studio Arts 12
-one other grade 12 course
-5 grade 12 courses in total

-overall average of C+
-a portfolio of 15 to 20
works

UNBC

need English 12
plus 3 academic 12’s
from UBC’s list
-will also accept
Comparative
Civilization 12
and
Law 12
and
Writing 12

BCIT
Apprenticeship in
Auto Service
Technician
Graduation
English 12 (C)
Academic
Math 11 (C+)

-some trades do not
require academic
math 11
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
Studio Art :
Drawing and
Painting 12

Biology 12

Prerequisite: Ar t Foundations 11

Prerequisite: Biology 11 and
recommend Chemistry 11
Nature of Course: Students taking
Biology 12 will gain an understanding
Prerequisite: Students must
and knowledge of the cell and human
have completed the advanced
physiology. This course emphasizes
level in at least two visual
expression areas or have reached the application of biological
the advanced level in two and are knowledge to the human body and
includes the study of various body
completing those levels
concurrently with Studio Art 12. systems such as the digestive, lymphatic, nervous, circulatory, respiraNature of Course: This cour se tory and reproductive. The course will
offers advanced level art students include lectures, projects, and labs .
the time to work independently,
Biology 12 is recommended for stuset their own goals, and be
dents who are interested in entering
responsible for their own
the field of science or applied life sciproduction. Personal project
ences. Students should be prepared to
plans will be developed with the read and synthesize a large amount of
Art teacher. The student may use information.
the time to prepare a portfolio for
post-secondary institutions or
Chemistry 11
employment, to plan and conduct
a showing of work, and/or to
Prerequisite: Science 10 & Math 10
participate in work experience
Recommended: Math 11
programs. Studio Art 12 may
Nature of Cchemistry chourse:
draw content from any number of Chemistry 11 is designed to help stuvisual expression areas and may
dents
be individualized to focus on any increase their knowledge of
of the learning outcomes.
chemical concepts and techniques.
The content is theoretical in nature.
Classes will include lectures, lab
work, and problem solving. This
course is an academic course with a
heavy workload. Students will be
assigned homework regularly.
Students should find the content both
interesting and challenging. Topics
include the Mole Concept, chemical
Biology 11
reactions, stoichiometry and an
introduction to bonding.
Prerequisite: Science 10

Nature of Course: This cour se
continues to develop skills in a variety of visual expression areas including painting, sculpture, and
textiles. Students will be
encouraged to develop individual
projects with the help of the
instructor. The course covers art
foundations, daily sketches,
personal portfolio projects and art
history projects. Emphasis will be
placed on imagery, design, art history and originality.
Students also need to bring in a
sketchbook .

Nature of Course: This cour se
surveys a representative sample
of organisms ranging from the
simplest to the most complex.
The aim of the course is to
provide the student with a
variety of biological skills
including lab work and
procedures using the light
microscope. Areas of study
include DNA, microbiology, and
plant and animal biology. The
course includes lectures, labs,
and projects. Students may find
the vocabulary challenging.

Art Foundations 11
Nature of Course: Ar t Foundations 11 offers experiences in a variety of visual expression areas including drawing, ceramics, and printmaking. Students who wish to continue
their art education will be encouraged
to
develop individual projects with
instructor help. The course includes
daily sketches, personal portfolio
projects and art history projects.
Students with a minimum art
background will have the opportunity
to experiment with different media.
Emphasis will be placed on imagery,
design, art history and originality.
Students also need to bring in a

Art Foundations 12
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Computer
Programming 11
This course in an introduction to the
basics of computer programming.
Students will learn the common skills
and elements involved in programChemistry 12
ming as well as have an opportunity to
apply knowledge to real world probPrerequisite: Chemistr y 11
lems. Controlling physical systems
Recommended: Math 11
(robots), designing simple computers
games, and creating new computer
Nature of Course: At the Gr ade
applications will be among the pro12 level, Chemistry is a more spejects students will complete during the
cialized course than the general
course. This course is suitable for
course presented in Chemistry 11.
students going into grades 10,11,or 12.
A strong emphasis is placed on adStudents wishing to take this course
vanced problem solving and theory
should have good mathematics skills
of chemical principles. Classes will
and/or interest in computers.
be lecture style, followed by application in the form of problem solving lab work. The course is mathematical in
nature and challenges students to
develop and use higher order
thinking skills. Students should
expect 1 – 2 hours of homework
each night and to attend tutorials
when required.
Students should expect to find the
content challenging. Topics include
reaction kinetics, equilibrium, oxidation-reduction, acids and bases
and electrochemistry.

Comparative
Civilizations 12
Prerequisite: Socials 11 or
permission of the instructor.

Creative Writing 12

Nature of Course: Have you ever
wondered why the Egyptians built
the great pyramids? Did you know
that the ancient Romans had central
heating and hot tubs nearly 3000
years ago? Were you aware that the
ancient Mesopotamians developed
mathematics for purely economic
reasons and the ancient Maya had a
calendar more accurate than anyone
before them. In this course, you can
find the answers to questions like
these by studying the interrelationships between art,
culture, and civilization. There is a
considerable emphasis on
discussion and participation in this
class, though some of the inquiry is
project based.

Creative Writing is the perfect
outlet for students who have a
passion for putting their ideas on
paper. This course is project
based and will consist of scriptwriting, poetry and short story.
Students will study a variety of
examples of authors' works and
then focus on developing their
own writing style. There is a lot
of flexibility in this course for
students to be as creative as they
want with their artistic talents.
There will also be opportunities
to share and present work during
the semester.

Dance Fitness 10
Dance Performance 9-12
For those who just love to dance! This
course will increase your flexibility,
improve your cardiovascular health and
tone your muscles. There are daily
warm-ups, stretching and across the
floor dance steps. The following types
of dance will be covered: Ballet, Jazz,
Hip hop, Tap, Lyrical, Bollywood and
Interpretive. Students will be working
on the teacher's choreography as well as
creating some of their own. The class
will be performing in a few assemblies,
flash mobs and a fine arts showcase.
This is a dance class for dancers of all

Desktop
Publishing 11
Nature of the Course: Want to
learn how to use: Corel Draw, Photo
Shop, Illustrator, Flash, Dream Weaver and more? Want to learn how to
manipulate pictures and create a web
page? Take this project based course!
There is a lot of independent work
involved in this fun, creative, artsy,
graphics design course. The course is
enjoyable and it’s very practical.
Caution: this is a course which will
require lots of work in class. Adults
pay big bucks to take these courses
later on in life and this course is
available to you now.

Desktop
Publishing 12
Prerequisite: Desktop Publishing 11
Nature of Course: Did you like DTP
11 so much that you want to carry on?
Want to improve your graphics design
skills while doing work that is practical,
fun, and could land you jobs? Take this
course! Much like DTP 11, DTP 12 is
project-based. There is a lot of Independent work involved in this fun, creative, artsy, graphics design course. It
can count as one of the 4 Grade 12
courses required to graduate. Caution:
This is a course which will require lots
of work in class.
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Foods & Nutrition
10-12
During this action-packed course students
will explore the culinary world through
hands on practice and project based learning. Along with learning what skills it
takes to become proficient in the kitchen
at baking and cooking, students will explore nutrition and healthy living, budgeting, careers and current food issues and
practices such as global and environmental health issues related to the production
and consumption of food. Additionally,
we will also study ethnic cooking and
students who have not obtained their
FoodSafe level 1 certification will be given the opportunity to do so.

French 11
.Prerequisite: French 10

Nature of course: Equal emphasis
continues to be placed on the four
skills of speaking, reading, writing
and listening. Big ideas includes
the understanding that developing
proficiency in French opens up
career, travel, personal growth and
study abroad opportunities. As
students continue to interact with
each other in French they will be
able to communicate with greater
confidence. Students will learn
about the interconnectedness of
language and culture.

French 12
Prerequisite: French 11
Nature of course: French 12 continues to emphasize the development
of listening and speaking, reading
and writing skills. Appreciation of
Francophone culture will deepen to
the point that students may be able
to understand and explore global
issues with greater awareness. As
students interact in the classroom,
they will be challenged to speak
only French and to seek out opportunities to hear and use French outside the classroom.

Geography 12
Prerequisite: Social Studies 11
Nature of Course: This is a
demanding academic course that
examines the physical and human
environments and their
interrelationships. Students will
examine the factors affecting the
natural physical world and
investigate the effect on human
activities throughout history.
Classroom activities include case
studies, discussion, research and
presentations.







History 12
Prerequisite: Social Studies 11 or
permission of the teacher
Nature of Course: Histor y 12 is a
world history course which
examines the major events and
trends of the twentieth century.
Students must be prepared to learn
what happened and be able to
suggest reasons why events
unfolded the way they did. Students
will work with a variety of activities, including presentations, reenactments, and group projects It is
recommended that
students have maintained a C+ or
better average in SS courses.

Human Performance
9, 10, 11, 12
The emphasis in this course is on
being happy and being physically
active. The main task for students in
human performance is to work together making a program that is as
much fun as possible for everyone.
It’s about designing an inspirational
program of activities together as a
team.
In Human Performance you will get
the chance to:
 Play games that help you improve your understanding and
ability to play different sports.
 Experience different training
methods for sport, health and
well-being.
 Design your own exercise program
 Choose what activities you participate in.
 Design, play and lead activities.
 Listen to guest speakers (local
athletes / trainers / coaches)

Take part in outdoor activities
together (options include biking,
sailing, canoeing, cross country
skiing, snowshoeing, orienteering
and triathlon).
Go on field trips together
(previous field trips have been to
the luge / skeleton track, biathlon
at the Olympic Park, canoeing
down the River of Golden
Dreams, sailing on Alta Lake,
Indoor Rock Climbing at the
Core)
Use Meadow Park Sports Centre
for weight training, exercise classes, swimming and ice-skating.

Introduction to
Sewing/Textile Arts and
Crafts - 9,10,11,12
During this course students will be
introduced to basic garment construction
and design techniques as well as a
variety of textile arts and crafts. These
crafts will include, but are not limited to,
knitting, crocheting, quilting, cross
stitching and paper crafts. Basic
materials for this course will be
provided, however, if students wish to
make a major project or garment to take
home they will need to bring the
necessary materials from home.

Law 12
Prerequisite: Social Studies 11 or
permission of the instructor
Nature of Course: Law 12 is based on
the observation that “without knowledge
of rights, no rights truly exist.” In this
course, students survey Canadian law
from its origins to emerging issues,
while engaging in a variety of different
activities. The use of case studies and
original documents helps students to
understand that Canadian law is based
on a small number of basic and logical
principles. Class activities include
discussion, research, oral reports, and
projects. Much of the course is also
supported by informative videos.

Mathematics 11/12
Apprentice and Workplace
Mathematics 11
This course is strongly recommended for students who
are planning on entering the workforce directly after
high school, or who are planning on pursuing a career
in the trades industries. Topics covered may include
reasoning, rates of change, measurement, and
statistics. Students who successfully master the
learning outcomes of this course may continue on to
Apprentice and Workplace Mathematics 12. This
course satisfies the Ministry of Education’s
mathematics graduation requirements.
Prerequisites: successful completion of Appr entice
and Workplace Mathematics 10 or permission from
the instructor.

Foundations of
Mathematics 11
This course is strongly recommended for students who
are planning on pursuing post-secondary studies in the
arts or the humanities. Topics studied may include
logic and reasoning, functions, geometry, and
statistics. Students who successfully master the
learning outcomes of this course may continue on to
Foundations of Mathematics 12. This course satisfies
the Ministry of Education’s mathematics graduation
requirements. Students who are planning on pursuing
post-secondary studies in math or sciences should take
Pre-calculus 11.
Prerequisite: a final gr ade of 60% or higher in
Foundations and Pre-calculus Mathematics 10 is
strongly recommended.

Pre-Calculus 11
This course is strongly recommended for students who
are planning on pursuing post-secondary studies in
math, commerce or sciences. Topics covered may
include relations and functions, trigonometry,
polynomial functions, and graphing. Students who
successfully master the learning outcomes of this
course may continue on to Pre-calculus 12. This
course satisfies the Ministry of Education’s
mathematics graduation requirements. Students who
are planning on pursuing post-secondary studies in the
arts or the humanities should take Foundations of
Mathematics 11.
Prerequisite: a final gr ade of 75% or higher in
Foundations and Pre-calculus Mathematics 10 is
strongly recommended with a strong foundation in
algebra. Students with less than 75% should consult
with their teacher before choosing this course.
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Apprenticeship and Workplace
Mathematics 12
This pathway is designed to provide students with the
mathematical understandings and critical-thinking skills
identified for entry into the majority of trades and for
direct entry into the work force. Topics include SI and
imperial units, surface area, volumes, slope and rate of
change, trigonometry, modeling and drawing 2-D and 3D objects, Finance, and creating/interpreting graphs.
Prerequisite: successful completion of Apprentice and
Workplace Mathematics 11 or permission from the
instructor.

Foundations of Mathematics 12
This course is designed to provide students with the
mathematical understandings and critical-thinking skills
identified for post-secondary studies in programs that do
not require the study of theoretical calculus. This might
include the Humanities, Fine Arts, some Trades and
Technical programs. Topics include financial
mathematics (renting, leasing, buying, interest, loans),
logical reasoning, relations and functions involving Polynomial, Exponential, Logarithm and Sinusoidal Functions, statistics and probability.
Prerequisite: a final gr ade of 60% or higher in
Foundations 11 is strongly recommended. Students with
less than 60% should consult with their teacher before
choosing this course.

Pre-Calculus Mathematics 12
This course is designed to provide students with the
mathematical understandings and critical-thinking skills
identified for entry into post- secondary programs that
require the study of theoretical calculus. This might
include Mathematics, Sciences, Engineering and
Commerce. Topics include relations and functions
(composition and transformations), graphing and
analyzing - exponential, logarithm, polynomial, radical,
rational and sinusoidal functions, solving trigonometric
equations and proving trigonometric identities, using
permutations and combinations to solve counting
problems and applying the binomial theorem.
Prerequisite: a final gr ade of 70% or higher in
Pre-Calculus 11 is strongly recommended. Students
with less than 70% should consult with their teacher
before choosing this course.

Outdoor
Recreational
Leadership
11 & 12
Prerequisite: English 10
Application Requirements: Completed
application package + positive
recommendation from two Teachers.
Nature of the Course: This cour se is
based on the understanding that people
learn best when they are actively involved.
While students work on “hard” outdoor
skills, the primary concern will be for the
development of leadership techniques and
an understanding of the responsibilities and
privileges of leadership practiced in an
outdoor environment. The course is
normally offered in a semester format
which requires that students have a
continuous blocking of three blocks out of
the four possible in the semester timetable.
This would allow students to take another
four credit course while taking the ORL
Leadership Academy Program.
Successful completion of this course will
entitle students to preferential consideration for entry into Capilano University’s
Mountain Leadership Institute or Outdoor
Recreational Leadership Management
Program or Thompson River University's
Adventure Tourism Program. Outdoor
Recreational Leadership is offered
concurrently with either English 11/12 (all
students would take English ). Again,
concurrent courses would be determined to
meet the best needs of the students
involved. Leadership 11 and 12 would also
be offered.
Participants should be fit and committed to
developing their personal skills: they
should enjoy spending time in the outdoor
classroom.
Special Note: Students hoping to take
ORL should select the program and select
whatever courses they would like to have
in the “D” block (extra block) option. Students should also have a back-up course
selection in case they are not successful in
their application to the ORL program and
this should be noted on their course selection.
Note: Not all students are successful in
their application for this program.
Further, student progress in the
semester preceding the ORL
semester will be monitored to determine
if ORL is the correct fit for the
applicant. Some ORL activities take
place outside normal school hours.
Course Fees: $550

Peer Tutoring 11 &
Peer Tutoring 12
Nature of Course: The cour se begins with
instruction in peer tutoring skills including
instruction in confidentiality. The student then
begins tutoring either individuals or small groups
under the sponsorship of one or more teachers for
the term. The progress and dependability of the
student is monitored by the learning assistance
teacher and school counselor.

Physics 11
Prerequisite: Science 10 and Math 10
Corequisite: Math 11
Nature of Course: Physics 11 is an intr oductory course designed to provide insight into the
nature of physics principles. Special emphasis is
placed on the study of kinematic (speed, velocity,
acceleration) dynamics, waves and nuclear
physics. The course will include lectures, labs and
projects. Physics 11 is a highly academic,
challenging course recommended for students
entering the disciplines of Math or Science.
Students should have strong math skills and an
interest in applied problem solving.

Physics 12
Prerequisites: Physics 11 & Math 11
Nature of Course: Physics 12 is an extension
of Physics 11 and is intended to provide students
with a grounding in the discipline of Physics.
The treatment of core topics is a more rigorous
mathematically than Physics 11, therefore,
strong math skills are necessary for this course.
As well, there is a greater emphasis on the use of
inquiry and higher order thinking skills. Classes
will be lecture style, followed by application in
the form of problem solving and /or lab work.
Students should expect to find the content
challenging and to devote extra hours outside of
class, both in tutorial and independent study.
Topics of study are advanced kinematics and
electromagnetism.
Special Note: This cour se has an
optional Provincial Exam component.

Psychology 12
Have you ever wondered why we dream? Why
people behave the way they do? How hypnosis
works? Why you forget? Then you will love
Psychology 12. Psychology is a social science,
so it involves elements of the humanities and
sciences as we investigate human behaviour. In
Psychology 12 we look at the history of
psychology, how we learn, memory and thought,
motivation, personality, altered states of
consciousness, stress and health and
psychological disorders. This is an academic
course that will prepare you for first year
psychology. We will conduct labs, do research
and have discussions as to why we are the way
we are.

16/17 Course Selection Pg. 13

Project Based Learning
11/12
Do you have an idea or passion you would
like to pursue during school day that you
believe is valuable and will help you grow
and learn?









Build something amazing (solar car).
Make Music – record music / practice
music.
Create a Film.
Use Electronics.
Publish a Podcast.
Create a school/community initiative.
Achieve a personal goal.
Conduct research or a scientific experiment.

This course is available to self-motivated
students who wish to rigorously pursue a
passion or project that doesn’t currently fit
into other courses offered at WSS.
Students will be asked to submit a proposal of their project prior to the
start of the course, and commit to regular
evaluation of their productivity and learning.
Although project progression will largely
be self-managed by the student, support
structures and assistance will be offered
with the aim of providing students with a
meaningful experience, and an opportunity
to reflect, revise and present their projects
regularly.
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Soccer Academy
The Soccer Academy is a Program of Choice that is integrated into the student’s current
school timetable. A specialist
teacher and professionally licensed coaches work closely
with students to provide a holistic learning experience. In
addition to a balance of sportspecific training and conditioning, the content covers nutrition, sports psychology, tactical
awareness, leadership and social responsibility. As a student
in Soccer Academy, you will be
expected to take ownership of
your personal development,
while fitting into a unique team
of peers.

Technology 11
Prerequisite: None but wood/
tech 9/10 is useful.
Nature of course: This fun,
hands on course allows students to explore the fundamentals
of robotic, civil, mechanical and
electric engineering. This course
will appeal to the student who
wants to learn more about engineering, but will appeal even
more to that student who just likes
to build COOL STUFF!!!

Dance Performance
9‐12
Students in this course will do
regular warm-ups, stretching,
across the floor steps and work
on pieces of choreography. Some
of the choreography will be teacher taught and some will be developed by students. Styles of dance
covered will be ballet, jazz, tap,
hip hop, interpre ve, lyrical and
Bollywood. Opportuni es for
public performance and workshops with guest teachers will be
included.

On-Line Courses –
Flex Ed
Online learning may provide
students with specific learning
needs (ie: Athletes), an alternative to traditional classroom
environments. While there are
many benefits to learning
online, considerations regarding
course availability, prior learning success with online courses,
specifically identified learning
intentions, post-secondary considerations, and the overall experience of completing an
online course is something that
should be measured before enrolling.
Students wanting to take an
online course will be required
to consult with administration
and/or the school counselor prior to enrolling. Parents will also
be involved in the consultation
and decision-making process.

Construction 11

Wood Design 11
Prerequisite: None, but
wood/tech 9/10 is useful.
Nature of course: This
course
continues with skills and
principles learned in previous
years. Projects are offered to
challenge the skills of the individual student. Advanced
woodwork-

Theatre
11/12
Improv, theatre games, performing scenes from plays
and movies, camera ac ng
and much more! Drama enhances your ability to public
speak and perform in front
of audiences. Opportuni es
for public performance and
scene work with guest

Yearbook
(Grades 8, 9, 10, 11 & 12)

Ever wonder how houses are
built? What’s inside the walls?
Under the roof?... This is the
class for you. This class uses
hands on projects to introduce
students to the various trades associated with building construction. (Framing, plumbing, electrical, finishing…) Students will
also participate in construction
of selected community projects.

This course deals with every aspect of
producing a yearbook from conception
to final publication. Throughout this
course you will be a part of the
management team that is responsible for
producing the final yearbook of the
school year. This involves utilizing the
knowledge you have gained regarding
graphic design and set up, while
managing your staff in such a way that
you are able to produce a professional
final product on deadline. Only those
students with a demonstrated ability to
work with others will be accepted into
this course. This course is after school.
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Academies at Whistler Secondary (have extra fees)

Course Name
Hockey Academy 8/9/10/11/12 (could happen in either or both semesters, 4 credits)
Application and extra fees apply. Students learn sport specific training
for hockey and power skating, puck skills and tactical game play.
Open to all levels and abilities.
Soccer Academy 8/9/10/11/12 (first semester or yearlong students
only, 4 credits)
Soccer Academy
Application and extra fees apply. The Soccer Academy is a Program
of Choice that is integrated into the student’s current school timetable.
A specialist teacher and professionally licensed coaches work closely
with students to provide a holistic learning experience. In addition to a
balance of sport-specific training and conditioning, the content covers
nutrition, sports psychology, tactical awareness, leadership and social
responsibility. As a student in Soccer Academy, you will be expected
to take ownership of your personal development, while fitting into a
unique team of peers.
Outdoor Leadership Academy 11/12 (yearlong students only, 14
credits)
This is a highly subscribed course and students who would like to sign
up for this class must be sure to contact the Outdoor Ed teacher in the
first semester when they arrive to get the application. It takes up three
blocks and covers Outdoor Ed, PE, and English. Activities may include skiing, hiking, rock climbing, wilderness first aid certification,
avalanche safety training certification, snowshoeing, orienteering, multi-day backpacking, and sea kayaking. Students need to be strong independent learners, well organized, self-motivated and keen outdoor enthusiasts. There is a mandatory fundraising component to this course
and a separate application and fees apply.
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CAREER PROGRAMS

WORK EXPERIENCE
“… this was such an incredible experience for me that will change the
outcome of my life.”
If you are a senior student with a positive attitude, strong work ethic, and want a meaningful, hands on
experience to explore a career, one of our two W ORK EX PERIENCE options might interest you.

 100 or 200 hours of work experience
 480 hours of Secondary School Apprenticeship
What’s in it for me?





Earn from 4 to 8 Grade 12 graduation credits
Explore a career area of interest
Obtain references and contacts for future jobs
Improve the chance of acceptance into post-secondary programs
 Increase self–confidence, self-reliance, and improve employability skills

A major component of any WORK EXPERIENCE program is a 100 hour to 200 hour work placement
with a business or industry. During this time the student will work under the supervision of an employer
who has agreed to work with the school in providing realistic work experience and training.

1. WORK EXPERIENCE
This allows Grade 12 students to earn 4 to 8 grade 12 graduation credits through completing 100 to 200
hours of work placement.

2. SECONDARY SCHOOL APPRENTICESHIP (SSA)
Apprenticeships are available to Grade 11 or 12 students who are committed to a career in an
apprenticeable trade. SSA combines academic course work with paid work placements. Students will be
registered as apprentices and can earn up to 1600 hours toward their apprenticeship credential while
earning up to 16 credits (480 hours) for high school graduation.
An extensive application process is required.

