
Dates to Remember 
 

November 26 - PAC Mtg. 9:00 am 
 
November 26 — Grad/Parent  
                              Meeting 5:00 pm 
 
 
December 2—Grad Transition Mtg. 
  in MPR at 10:15 
 
December 3—Gr 8 Rotation  Switch 
  
December 10—Dance sponsored by 
   the Grads 
 
December 18—School closes for  
  Winter Break 
 
January 4—School re-opens after  
  Winter Break 
 
January 8—Newsletter Issued 
 
January 15—Grad Photo Retakes  
  
January 25-29 Exam Week 
 
January 28— PAC Meeting 7:00 pm 
 
January 29—Cirriculum Implementation        
Day/ No classes for students 
 
January 29—End of Semester 1 
 
February 1—Start of Semester 2 
 
February 8—Family Day-school 
   closed 
 
 
February 9—Report Cards Issued 

Whistler Secondary —A Community School 

Website:  wss.sd48.bc.ca 
Staff Emails: first letter of first name 

last name @sd48.bc.ca 

 
 

Dear Parents, Students, and Staff, 
 
It’s hard to believe that we are nearing the end of November and get-
ting ready for the holiday season. 
 
Teachers, Support Staff, and Administration attended our District’s Im-
plementation Day on November 6th. This was a very powerful and 
emotional day that included hearing from local Aboriginal elders and 
youth of the challenges Aboriginal generations have, and continue to 
encounter, as a result of residential schooling. The day continued with 
co-planning activities designed to move learning forward using Path-
ways, strategies, and structures to build core competencies (critical 
thinking, creativity, collaboration, and contribution) with our students.  
Our Remembrance Day Ceremony happened on Tuesday, November 
10th. A huge shout out to Mr. Hall and all of our students for their 
work coordinating this event. A wonderful and solemn tribute to those 
that sacrificed so much. 
 
Report cards have been issued. We are encouraging parents to carefully 
reflect, with your child(ren), on their achievement. Often, students ex-
periencing difficulty in learning benefit from open discussions about 
their learning challenges and targets for improvement. Similarly, meet-
ings between parents and school staff often result in identifying sup-
ports needed for success. Please contact the school if you would like to 
discuss any concerns with your child(ren)’s academic achievement and 
learning needs. 
 
Our next PAC meeting is on Thursday Nov. 26th at 9:00 am. 
A reminder that school closes for winter break at 3:15 pm on Friday 
December 18th and re-opens on Monday January 4th, 2016.  
On behalf of the staff at WSS, we wish you well as we head into the 
holiday season. 
 
Cheers, 
Nolan Cox 

THE STORM REPORT 
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WHISTLER SECONDARY YEARBOOK 
YOUR YEARBOOK will never cost less! 
 
JUST $50.00 NOW. 
 
ORDERS CAN BE DONE AT THE WSS 
OFFICE. 



Taking the World by Storm Vol. 20 Issue 3                                      November 24, 2015 pg. 2 

Steller’s Jay Cafe News 
 
The WSS lunch program needs your 
help! Without you, it would not ex-
ist. We are currently looking for one 
Cook for  every second Tuesday-
Wraps (9:00 AM to 12:45 PM). 
You don't need any special training 
to volunteer as a cook. You will be fully 
trained. 
 
If you are unable to make a set commitment, 
we are always looking for on-call volunteers.  
Please email our lunch program coordinator, 
Dylan Jones, at dylanj2001@hotmail.com if 
you can help out in any way or have any ques-
tions. 
You or your child gets a free lunch every time 

you volunteer and you get 
to work with great people. Plus 
you help the PAC raise much 
needed funds for school enrich-
ment. Everyone wins! 
We look forward to hearing 
from you. 
Also, a reminder that every-

thing you need to know about the lunch pro-
gram can be found at wsspac.wordpress.com 
Finally, a reminder to parents that you can buy 
lunch cards in sets of 10 lunches for $40 by 
cheque payable to WSS PAC or online (head to 
wsspac.wordpress.com). There is no credit, so 
please make sure to send money in ahead of 
time. 
Thank You! 
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Grade 12’s:   
To Which Post-Secondary School Do You Want Your Transcript Sent? 

 
ONLINE POST SECONDARY INSTITUTION (PSI) SELECTIONS for STUDENTS  
 
� The electronic PSI Selections Form is now available online for students graduating this school year. 
This electronic PSI Selections form should only be submitted by students who expect to graduate this 
school year and are also applying to a PSI (Post-Secondary Institute).  
 
� Instructions are  available at: https://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/exams/trx_updates/.  
 
� Students access the online form by logging into the Student Secure Web (SSW),  
https://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/exams/tsw/tsw/student/, and click the menu option "Post Second-
ary Institutions Selections".  
 
� Students must complete the PSI Selections form by May 1, 2016 

 
VERY IMPORTANT MEETING FOR ALL GRADE 12'S 

 
 There will be a very important meeting for all the grade 12's on  

Wednesday, December 2nd at 10:15 in the MPR.   
 

This will be during the reading period that day. In the meeting Mr. Titus will be handing out the 
Grad Transition Plans and explaining how to complete those.   
 
He will also hand out directions for the PSI (Post Secondary Institution Choices form) for send-
ing grade 12 marks to post secondary schools.   
 
All grade 12's  need to be there, so if your son or daughter does not have a class in that block 
please make sure they are at the school at 10:15 to attend the meeting.  Please contact Mr. Titus 
if you have any questions. 
 
 
GRAD TRANSITIONS:  Students must complete the following 3 mandatory standards for 4 credits towards  
        graduation sometime in Grades  10—12. 
 
REQUIREMENTS: 
1. 80 Hours of physical activity (in addition to PE 10) 
May use one or all of  the following:   

 WSS courses (ie: Outdoor Education 11 or 12)   

 Participation in organized sports (School or Community)      

 Participation in physical activities 
2. 30 hours of work experience or community service 
 May use one or all of  the following:   

 Career prep work experience;  

 Apprenticeship work experience;  

 Paid work or Volunteer work 
3. Must Complete and attach the following: 
 Graduation Profile Survey 
 Exit Interview Questionnaire 

 Resume and Transcript of Courses and Grades                                 
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CONGRATULATIONS! 
 to the  

2015 Ministry of Education  
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS! 

The following 2015 Grads have been awarded a  
$1000 Ministry of Education Scholarship  

based on their Provincial exam results.  
 

Michael Boulanger 
Jackson Hooke 
Evan Horvath 

Liam McDonald 
Goh Sato 

Erin Withey 
 

That places them amongst the top 5,000 students in B.C.  
and represents 13% of the 2015 Grad class.  Well done! 

SHAD EXPERIENCE 
Are you in grade 10, 11, or 12 
and excel in, and have a great 
interest in science, technology, 
engineering, or math? 
 
If so, The SHAD Summer Experience may be 
for you.  You would have the opportunity to 
apply to spend 4 weeks in July attending lec-
tures, doing workshops, labs and group pro-
jects.  Student are encouraged to think out-
side the box and be challenged, innovative, 
engaging and exploring. 
 
SHAD is a registered Canadian charity that 
empowers exceptional high school students 
– at a pivotal point in their education – to 
recognize their own capabilities and envision 
their extraordinary potential as tomorrow’s 
leaders and change makers. Each year, SHAD 

provides the opportunity for 
600+ students from across 
Canada and internationally 
to attend a month-long 
summer program, in-
residence at one of 

13 Canadian host universities, focused on 
STEM (science, technology, engineering & 
math). 
 
The cost to go is several thousand dollars but 
there is some financial help available for 
some students. 
 
The deadline for applying for the summer of 
2016 is November 30.  If you think you might 
be interested visit SHAD.CA for more details. 
 
Kevin Titus 
Counsellor. PE teacher 

Whistler Secondary School has partnered with Whistler Community Ser-
vices Society to provide the School Lunch Fund Program this school year. 
The program provides two hot lunches a week to a student who is financial-
ly restricted. For more informa on about this program and the applica on 
process please contact directly an Outreach Worker at WCSS at 604-932-
0113. Please note that all applica ons and inquiries are confiden al. 
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GRAD 2016 FUNDRAISING UPDATE 
. 

 
THE GRAD 2016 FUNDRAISING  IS GETTING EXCITING! 

 POINSETTIA DELIVERY DATE—FRIDAY, December 4th 
 

Thank you for supporting the graduating class of 2016! 
Grads are now deciding on their Prom and Grad events as well as their Legacy Plan.   

All parents are welcome to offer support to our 2016 Grads with ideas, guidance and/or 
fundraising help.  

Contact Mme Jody Nelson, VP  
TO KEEP INFORMED PLEASE JOIN US ON THE GRAD FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE FACEBOOK PAGE 

THANK YOU  

 
CONSIDER WORK  

EXPERIENCE! 
 

 

Not sure what you want to do for a career 

when you finish school?  A perfect way to 

try out a potential career is to sign up for 

work experience.  Each 110 hours you 

work you get a full course credit and 

learn valuable work skills and experience 

that will look great on your resume.  Do 

you currently have a job for which you are 

getting paid?  If you are with a recognized 

employer that has an extensive training 

program you can get credit for your paid 

work too!       See Mr. Titus for details. 

 

Reminder….. 
 

Next PAC meeting is Thursday, November 27th, 9:00 am 
NOV. 
27th! 

VISITORS AT SCHOOL 
Many times students from 
out of town will come to 
visit their friends during 
times when their home 
school is on holiday, but 
Whistler Secondary 
School is in session.  
Please be aware that 

Whistler Secondary does not have the re-
sources to accommodate student visitors in 
classes as it tends to be a distraction to other 
students in the class.  If a student is visiting 
Whistler, they are more than welcome to 
come and spend time with their friends at 
lunch, however, permission must be ob-
tained at least a day in advance and students 
must pick up a guest pass at the office. 



 

Education and Career Fair  
 

  
There is a great education and career fair coming to Vancouver on Friday, December 11th, 
2015 and you have an opportunity to go with your son/daughter.  This is an annual career fair 
that travels around the province and it showcases many careers and post-secondary institu-
tions.  It is a great opportunity to get more information on a specific career, or just to find out 
what potential careers and training institutes are out there.   

 
It will happen on Friday, December 11th at the  

Vancouver Convention Center- East in Vancouver.   
 

We have free tickets for anyone who would like to go, but you would 
need to make your own way down there.   

Contact Mr. Titus or Ms. Robson for tickets. 
 

You can register to get your own tickets by going to http://www.eventbrite.ca/e/vancouver-
education-career-fair-tickets-12934267743?ref=ebtn 

 
You can find out much more about the fair and who the  

presenters will be by going to  
www.educationcareerfairs.com  
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New Canadian Website to  
Promote Careers in Trades 

 

 Two national organizations, the Canadian Apprenticeship Forum and Skills/Compétences 
Canada, have partnered to revamp the popular Careers in Trades website and ensure Canadi-
an youth have to access up-to-date information on skilled trades careers. 
“Apprenticeship stakeholders across trades, across sectors and across Canada tell us pro-
moting careers in the skilled trades is a fundamental priority,” said Sarah Watts-Rynard, Ex-
ecutive Director of the Canadian Apprenticeship Forum.  “With skills shortages looming in 
many trades, ensuring youth and students have opportunities to explore career options in the 
trades is as important to the Canadian economy as it is to individuals suited to hands-on, well 
paid and highly-satisfying work.” 
 
For more information, check out the website below: 
http://www.careersintrades.ca/ 
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Storm Front 
The old adages that “practice makes perfect” and 
“success breeds success” certainly came to fruition this 
past fall season for Whistler Storm athletic programs. Under 
the tutelage of our ultra-committed coaches who volun-
teered countless hours to our student athletes to enhance 
and hone their skills and fitness proved worthwhile as evi-
denced by the results of our teams’ overall perfor-
mances.                                                                                                                                
On the cross country trail, coach, Andrew Long 
had his runners training twice a week for their 
weekly trip to compete in the North Vancouver 
league 4 meet schedule. At season’s end, Molly Long took 
8th place in juvenile girls’ division while Skylar Beauregard 
was the bantam boys’ champion! The team’s season culmi-
nated with the zone qualifying meet on October 27 with 
Skylar having a 15th place finish in the junior boys’ division, 
qualifying him to compete at the Provincial Championships, 
November 7 at Jericho Park. Under gruelling conditions and 
inclement weather, he finished 71st overall in the junior cat-
egory and 5th amongst grade 8 runners. Other team mem-
bers included Evan Allman, Ian Brett, Orion Denroche, 
Marie Furlan, Sarah Geddes, Lydia Jensen, 
Ciara Mathe, and Eli Tindall. 
In the pool, Ian Tindall, our only competing ath-
lete, qualified for the Provincial Swim Champion-
ships in Kamloops November 13-14, finishing with 2 per-
sonal best times – a 10th place  in the 50 metre backstroke 
and 7th in the 100 metre IM (individual medley).  
 
In numbers, however, it was the girls’ volleyball 
program which took centre stage (that is, court) 
as the major fall sport. There were nearly 70 girls 
participating on the six teams which competed in the Sea-
to-Sky leagues. The Storm fielded two teams at each of the 
grade 8 and 9 level, and one each at grade 10 and senior.  
All teams played a home and away schedule against schools 
from Squamish and Pemberton with the District Champi-
onships being hosted at Whistler Secondary on Friday, 
November 13th.    This event was a resounding success 
with 18 teams taking part in 14 matches over the course of 
the day. Under a single knock-out format, Whistler teams 
won all their semi-final matches which qualified a Storm 
team to the final at each level, including an all Whistler af-
fair for the grade 9 championships. All matches had their 
moments of drama and excitement and the results indicate 
this. The grade 8 trophy went to Don Ross (25-22, 26-24, 
19-25, 19-25, 15-8); the grade 9 winners were Whistler 
Gold over Whistler Blue (25-23, 25-11, 25-12); Howe 
Sound won the grade 10 crown (25-12, 25-19, 16-25, 25-
12); and Pemberton claimed the senior championship 

(25-12, 25-19, 14-25,25-27, 15-6).                                                       
Jack Douglas and, in particular, Wency Reyes were instru-
mental in getting this day off to a smooth start and keeping 
it on schedule. A very special thank you is also extended to 
Brett Beaudry, Myrna Bush and Rod Thompson for offer-
ing their expertise as head officials for all of the tournament 
finals. The team rosters were:  
Grade 8: coaches: Lotte Schnur, Arnica Wight, Jen Frie-

sen, Sophia Seidler; players: Sophie Bacon, Tara 
Branigan, Alex Chartrand, Sam Deally, Kaitlyn Hill, 
Soyoung Jeung, Bella Linton, Hannah McKenzie, Jeri-
ta Miagotti, Hailey Nelson, Tracey Philp, Jade Quinn, 
Brennan Riddle, Fea Ronario, Camie Matteau 

Rushbrook, Gian Tangonan, Abby Unruh, Jessica Wells and 
Erin Wilson.  
Grade 9: coaches: Andrew Long, Sue Eckersley; players: 
Ali Brucks, Emma Cronin, JJ Deane, Juliette Duaux, Jade 
Eberhard, Hannah Farrow, Pasqual Fecteau, Caitlin Hamil-
ton, Lydia Jensen, Sophie Joncas, Pietra Kamstra, Nevada 
Knapton, Ayden Kristmanson, Jen Lafreniere, Hannah L’E-
strange, Sydney Lovell-Schmidt, Molly Long, Michelle Mac-
Pherson, Amy Romano, Victoria Saldat, Leane Salen, Sophie 
St. Jacques, Jenna Tobias, Rachel Unruh and Lauren 
Wentzel. 
Grade 10: coach: Scott Rogers; players: Lace Anderson, 
Leah Brownlie, Aoife Gannon, Sofia Carrandi, Julia Long, 
Kara MacKenzie, Paige McKenzie, Hannah Peatfield, Benita 

Peiffer, Jacqueline Perolli, Rory Ross-Kelly and Stefanie 
Tomcheck. 
Senior: coach: Laura Wetaski; players: Ali Bacon, Sofia Fer-
rara, Stephany Derynck, Jennifer Friesen, Martina Gershon, 
Skylar Lovell-Schmidt, Meghan Marof, Amy 
Ryan, Nessa Schnur, Sophia Seidler, Nicole 
Tobias, Emily Wharin, Arnica Wight and 
Cambria Willis. 
As we move into the winter season, the 
basketball programs are already in full 
gear as they prepare for the first tip-off in early December. 
Al Kristmanson has returned to the helm of the provincial 
group of grade 8’s from last year and has them, once again, 
entered into the Premier division of the North Vancouver 
league at the junior level. Justin Golob is hoping to ad-
vance the senior boys team past the first round of the zones 
this year as well as take bragging rights within the Sea-to-
Sky corridor. Our grade 8 and senior girls’ programs are just 
now finalizing their respective coaching staffs as are the 
grade 8 through 10 boys’ teams. Stay tuned. 
As always, if you have any questions, 
concerns or have an interest in volun-
teering with any of our programs, please 
contact our Athletic Director, Jim Law-
rence, at jlawrence@sd48.bc.ca. 
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Whistler Secondary Library News 
 

Are Overdue Books Cluttering up Your Kitch-
en Table or Rattling Around in the Back of 
Your Car?? 
We would appreciate your help in ensuring your child returns any books they no long-
er need. They are of course welcome to stock up on reading for the holidays but we 
would like as many as possible returned to us before the calendar year ends.  
 
Please note: most textbooks will be needed for exams at the end of January so keep 
those. 
 
You can email scross@sd48.bc.ca or bnorrie@sd48.bc.ca if you need a list of items 
your child has out. 
 

Partnering with Whistler Public Library 
 
Once a month Mrs. McKeever from the Whistler Public Library brings the Book Mo-
bile Program to our  school library.  She br ings a selection of books into our  li-
brary at lunch for our students to check out.  Please help your child remember to carry 
their Whistler Public Library card so they are able to take advantage of this opportuni-
ty. This Book Mobile Program allows students to check out a greater variety of books 
in our convenient location. (Next Book Mobile Days are Wednesday, Nov 18th and 
Dec 16th.) 
 

New French Fiction 
We have recently significantly increased our French Fiction collection. We have sev-
eral new titles in many genres. We have newly released titles as well as classics so, be 

sure to encourage your child to come and check it out. 

Nouvelle fiction française 
Nous avons récemment augmenté de façon significative notre col-
lection Fiction française. Nous avons plusieurs nouveaux titres dans 
de nombreux genres. Nous avons des titres ainsi que des classiques 

nouvellement libérés Ainsi, soyez sûr d'encourager votre enfant à venir à la biblio-
thèque !  
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Registration 

RSVP NOW for our Engineering Open House: Saturday, November 28, 2015. 

Did you know engineers do more than build bridges and design fast cars? Engineers help prevent dis-
ease, reduce poverty and create solutions to protect people and our planet. 

There’ll be cool demonstrations, fascinating lab tours, informative presentations. Talk to advisors, profes-
sors and current students about all your options. Learn how engineering can make a world of difference. 
Bring your friends and family to explore – we suggest you plan to attend the whole day, as there are ac-
tivities happening throughout the day. 

Registration is required for the Lab Tours and eng•cite Girls Lunch - all other activities are drop-in 
and first-come, first-served. 

RECYCLING PROGRAM 
 
A big thank you to the students of Whistler Sec-
ondary.  You are doing a great job sor ng your 
recyclable and compos ng Items into the differ-
ent bins.  A friendly reminder that the bins are 
in the MPR, outside the kitchen door, science 
wing, gym wing, and outside the bubble on the 
upper floor of the school.  Please note; n drink containers go in the drink con-
tainer spot.  Plas c forks go in hard plas c bin.  As well, certain to-go coffee cups 
and lids say compostable on them.  Thanks for making Whistler Secondary an 
environmentally conscious place! 
 Sincerely, 
 Concerned Students of Whistler 
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November 14, 2015 
 
Dear Aboriginal parents(s) or guardian(s), 
 
We are currently seeking an off-reserve Aboriginal parent or guardian to participate on the 
Aboriginal Education Council to represent the Aboriginal students that reside off-reserve 
within the Sea to Sky School District.  We would appreciate having input from this portion of 
our Aboriginal population when it comes to making decisions about what is best for Aborigi-
nal students. 
 
The Aboriginal Education Council is a voting body that meets quarterly to oversee and evalu-
ate the implementation of the Enhancement Agreement and make recommendations to the 
Board of Education.   
 
For the 2015-16 school year, the Aboriginal Education Council meetings are scheduled for the 
following dates: 
 

Friday, October 30, 2015 10:00 am – 2:00 pm Totem Hall, Squamish 
Friday, February 19, 2016 10:00 am – 2:00 pm School Board Office, Squamish 
Friday, May 27, 2016  10:00 am – 2:00 pm Ts’zil Learning Centre, Mt. Currie 

 
If you have a child(ren) in grades K-12 in School District No. 48 (Sea to Sky), are a person of 
Aboriginal ancestry living off-reserve, and are committed to attending at least four meetings 
during the school year, then please submit a letter of interest to be a member of the Aboriginal 
Education Council by Monday, December 15th, 2015.  In your letter, please include your con-
tact information, including mailing address, street address and phone number.  Send letter of 
interest to: 
 
Susan Leslie 
District Principal, Aboriginal Education 
School District No. 48 (Sea to Sky) 
PO Box 250 
Squamish, BC 
V8B 0A2 
 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Susan Leslie, at 604-892-5228, or via email at 
sleslie@sd48.bc.ca. 
 

 

  

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 48 
  
  

¨ Squamish ¨ Whistler ¨ Pemberton 
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Remembrance Day Ceremony at 
Whistler Secondary 
November 10, 2015 
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